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Nadmraky
ROMANTICKÝ ÚTĚK DO  SVĚTA FILMOVÝCH HRDINŮ JSME SI DOPŘÁLI  
S HOLLYWOODSKÝM HERCEM TEDEM OTISEM A JEHO TAJEMNOU PARTNERKOU. 

PRODUKCE, KONCEPT, FOTO ALEXANDER DOBROVODSKÝ    STYLING MÍRA ROMANIV

MODELKA THERESE ROSIER    MODEL TED OTIS
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• American right-to-die activist Roger Graham insists 
that he never intended to become the Jack Kevorkian 
of Southeast Asia. After arriving in Cambodia in 2003, 
he opened an Internet cafe and website promoting 
the country as good place to die. 
• Oscar nominated and winning � lms on Euthanasia: 
On Golden Pond (1981), Longtime Companion (1990) 
The English Patient (l996), The Hours (2002), The Bar-
barian Invasions (2004), The Sea Inside (2005)
• The ankle biters are watching: Since July of 2005, the 
Hong Kong government established the Youth Ambas-
sadors to keep order on the Internet. All members of 
the Boy Scouts, Girl Guides and nine other uniformed 
youth groups ranging in age from 9 to 25 must troll 
the web for any illegal copies of copyrighted songs 
and movies, and report them to the authorities. 
• In a speech intended to address Japan’s drastically 
declining birth rate, Health Minister Hakuo Yanagisawa 

referred to women as “birth-giving machines” and 
added, “All we can ask is for them to do their best per 
head.”
• Japan has the world’s highest vending machine den-
sity, with one vending machine per 23 people. 
• “Assisted death” was legalized in the Netherlands and 
Oregon in 1997 and Belgium in 2002. The practice has 
been legal in Switzerland for over � fty years, though 
the de� nitions and conditions that must be met di� er 
everywhere it’s legal.   
• The recently released Global Sex Survey is now in its 
eighth year and has grown dramatically since it was 
� rst conducted online three years ago. This year’s poll 
had 350,000 respondents in 42 countries. Taiwanese 
have consistently ranked near the bottom in frequency 
of sex. Could it be because only 16.3 minutes are spent 
on foreplay, the � fth-least of all 41 nations surveyed?
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Still a Thorn in the Eye:
The Vietnamese-Czech dialog
By Martina Čermáková

Riding down the highway within the cortex of Czech 
masses, see milestones � ash past you. The 1970s-
constructed road signs—“Vietnamese = stall vendor”, 
“Vietnamese = useful fraud”, and “Vietnamese = law 
infringer”—cluster. The layers of paint that have ac-
cumulated on these boards throughout the years in 
hope to prevent corrosion peel o�  in chunks. Stop 
underneath that solidly planted construction and wait 
long enough, and a man carrying a bucket of paint will 
splash on another layer.
Regardless of the changes taking place concerning the 
two generations of Vietnamese in the Czech Republic, 
most Czechs maintain the ageless look of their minds’ 
signs. It’s clear that not every Vietnamese is a stall ven-
dor, nor does each � out the law, but how out of line 
is it to not have knocked the boards down after more 
than 30 years of Vietnamese presence here? 
In the more recent stories of “Vietnamese—the Next 
Czech Elite,” “New Vietnamese Lymph,” and “Our Chil-
dren Will Be Just Like Yours,” Czech media outline note-
worthy developments in the local Vietnamese com-
munity: the Vietnamese are moving away from stall 
selling, and Vietnamese children outperform Czech 
classmates, assimilate to a large extent, and are head-
ing for a hopeful future.
“In the recent years, the stall-keeping business is ceas-
ing to be the sole occupation of the Asian communi-
ties as they more often rent actual shops,” writes Petr 
Třešnák in his article published in Respekt.
Although leaving the shady economics of � ea markets, 
Vietnamese entrepreneurs, earning on average 25,000 
Kč a month, are likely to stay within the small-business 
sector. “In Vietnam, small-scale entrepreneurship was 
never dissolved,” explains Marcel Winter, chairman of 
the Czech-Vietnamese society. “In contrast to [Czechs], 
they have a hundred-year-long experience and are 
able to pinpoint gaps in the market, knowing that, 
only with everyday e� ort, willingness, and diligence, 
they can outdo their competition.” 
After 1989 Vietnamese immigration to the Czech Re-
public changed in its nature as workers and entrepre-
neurs, rather than the barter-traded students and in-
dustrial laborers of the ’70s and ’80s, started bringing 
families over. At present there’s a substantial second 
generation of Vietnamese children—of all immigrant 
groups, the Vietnamese have had the most children 
in the past two years—who often master the Czech 
language better than Vietnamese, and are fully as-
similated into society. “Their average grade at Czech 
elementary schools is 1.3 [on a 1–5 scale, 1 being the 

best], and 1.7 at the secondary level,” Winter states. 
“Two hundred and ninety Vietnamese are reaching 
good results at universities,” he adds. This generation 
has the potential to shatter long-held prejudices.
Nonetheless, statistics showing 35,000 Vietnamese 
illegally residing in the Czech Republic, according to 
Milan Mraček‘s blog hosted by Respekt, or those pub-
lished by the Czech Retail Inspection that note devia-
tions from law found at 70–82 percent of examined 
Vietnamese-run stalls, could overshadow positive 
developments. “Foreigners, particularly those com-
ing from non-EU countries, have restrictions when 
it comes to doing business in the Czech Republic,” a 
source who requested his name to be withheld tells 
Provokátor. With some business licenses, it is indispens-
able to master the Czech language. “In e� ect, [foreign 
entrepreneurs] will hire somebody to do the necessary 
signing of papers.”
In response, Michal Lakosil, of Prague’s Trade Licens-
ing O�  ce, says no data suggests such activity is taking 
place in Prague. 
The current system is often criticized for making it 
too easy for foreigners to gain business licenses. In 
his blog, Mraček, a lawyer of the municipal council of 
Prague, notes 26,000 of the 35,000 Vietnamese resid-
ing legally in the Czech Republic own business licens-
es. “The Trade Licensing O�  ce doesn’t have the right 
to recheck the real purpose of the license granting, the 
quali� cation or the ability of the foreigner to master 
the Czech language,” Lakosil says. 
While access to business licenses (and, with them, resi-
dency) remains simple, access to work permits is dif-
� cult, according to the 2004 study on foreigners resid-
ing in the Czech Republic for the long term carried out 
by Ivan Gabal Analysis & Consulting. “Foreigners are 
discouraged to legally participate in the work market 
due to high social insurance fees and minimal bene� ts 
o� ered to the payer,” the study states. Such a system 
attracts those who can “balance on the borderline of 
lawfulness and legality.”
“For every nationality, you will � nd honest people and 
those who break laws, such as in doing business,” Win-
ter says. 
For our previously mentioned anonymous source, 
misuse of business licenses concerns the majority of 
Vietnamese stall vendors. “The punishment is minimal, 
and the trial long running,” he states. 
Not every Vietnamese is a stall vendor or seller of 
counterfeits, but extracting road signs that have over 
the years sunk deep into the ground is a tough job in a 
country where, according to the Ivan Gabal study, “the 
conscious breaking of law and illegal employing is so 
widespread that the feeling of impunity rules among 
Czech employers and foreigners alike.” 

Fight for your right to departee
By Ailee Slater

Legal and political forces around the world gener-
ally agree that citizens have a right to live. That’s why 
murderers are harshly prosecuted, and democratic 
nations protest genocide. But do people have a right 
to die? That is the question at the forefront of the eu-
thanasia debate. 
Thanks to modern technology, patients on the verge 
of death can be kept alive long after their internal or-
gans and brain have stopped functioning at the ca-
pacity of most human beings. Although doctors used 
to consider an absence of electrical activity in the 
brain as an indication of death, brain-dead patients in 
modern times are still “alive;” their hearts beating, but 
their minds and body completely vegetative. 
Not all people would wish to be kept alive in such 
a manner. This is where the issue of euthanasia, or 
physician assisted suicide, arises. Also, terminally ill 
patients, living in constant pain with untreatable ill-
ness, may likewise prefer the choice of death over the 
agony of life. 
In some places, it is legal for a doctor to euthanize 
a brain dead or terminally ill patient with a lethal drug 
overdose, or by pulling the plug on a life-support ma-
chine. The law in Belgium and the Netherlands, for 
instance, says that as long as a person has a clear wish 
to die, usually in the form of a living will (valid wheth-
er or not the patient is cognizant), the physician com-
mits no crime by assisting that person in suicide. 
Other countries, however, such as the United States 
(excluding the state of Oregon, which has thrice le-
galized physician-assisted suicide), Canada, Spain and 
Britain, say that murder is murder, and a medical 

doctor should never be allowed to kill a patient. The 
Czech Republic agrees, and law in this country draws 
little distinction between a doctor who allows a pa-
tient to die, and a murderer. It does bear mentioning 
however that in 2005, Czech law was relaxed to create 
a maximum six-year jail sentence for doctors convict-
ed of assisted suicide.
The U.S. Department of State gives tourists fair warn-
ing that a living will which requests euthanasia under 
particular circumstances will not be honored by doc-
tors in the Czech Republic. But what about expatri-
ates?
Zbynek Zacha, a lawyer with Attorneys at Law Vana, 
Kapalin and Partners, was unaware of the term “living 
will.” Upon further explanation, he commented, “We 
have no document like this. Of course, you could � ll 
out such a document, but it has no legal value.” 
Zacha con� rmed that physician-assisted suicide is il-
legal in the Czech Republic, but mentioned that ob-
taining a normal will, or a document to specify after-
death wishes such as organ donation, would require 
a simple visit to a law o�  ce. 
People interested in creating a personal health 
care directive, and appointing a person to act as 
proxy in case of medical emergency, can visit: 
www.doyourproxy.org. This Web site provides in-
formation, and documents, to assist you in creating 
a hard copy of written instructions regarding your life 
and death wishes.
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H. R. 
GIGER
NIGHT

APRIL 26 AT 8PM
ARCHA THEATRE 
PRAGUE
WORLD PREMIERE OF 
„THE H. R. GIGER DVD” 
BY DAVID N. JAHN.
DJ´S, SHOW.
TICKET AT THE VENUE.

ENTRANCEFEE: CANOFCATFOOD
(CANBEBOUGHTATTHEENTRANCE)

Exhibition for a Cat

Spring placement exhibition of abandoned cats

LADISLAVA GAŽIKOVÁ
otevření: 28.02.07 v 18h
vernisáž; čt. 1.3.07 v 18h.
vystava: st, so, ne 14-18h.
Altán Klamovka, 
park Klamovka ,tram 4, 7, 9, 10

ˆ

DVDOutNow!
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Where's Waldová

find this bashful babi and WIN

concert tickets or merchandise!!

simply send an email to: 

editor.provokator@gmail.com 

telling us the name of the street 

you found her hiding on and you 

will be entered into the raffle.  

Winners will be contacted 

by email. 
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ABATON - E/1 NA KOŠINCE, Á P8
ANDALUSIAN DOG - B/2 KORUNOVAČNI 4, P7 
BATALION - B/3 ŘUNA 3, P1
BLIND EYE - C/3 VLKOVA 26, P3
KLUB BORDO - C/4 VINOHRADSKÁ 40, P2
CROSS CLUB - C/1 PLYNÁRNÍ 23, P7
DIVADLO ARCHA - C/3 NA POŘČÍ 26, P1
FRAKTAL - B/2 ŠMERLOVA 1, P7
FUTURUM - A/4  ZBOROVSKÁ 7, P5
JET CLUB  - C/3 OREBITSKÁ 5, P3
KAŠTAN - BĚLOHORSKÁ 150, P6
KAVARNA IDEAL - C/4 ŠAZAVSKÁ 29, P1
KLUB 007 - A/4 CHALOUPECKĚHO 7, P6
KLUB RETRO - C/4 FRANCOUZSKÁ 2, P2
LUCERNA - B/4 ŠTEPÁNSKÁ 61, P1
MAISON MĚRE - B/4 ŽITNÁ 41, P1
MATRIX - D/3 KONĚVOVA  13, P3
MOTORÁJ E/2  NOVOVYDOČANSKÁ 892, P9
PALAC AKROPOLIS -  C/3 KUBELÍKOVA 27, P3
RADOST FX - B/4 BĚLEHRADSKÁ 120, P2
ROCK CAFE - B/3 NÁRODNÍ 20, P1
ROCKSTERS - B/3 KARLOVO 25, P1
ROXY - B/Š DLOUHÁ 33, P1
STUDIO RUBÍN A/3 MALOSTRANSKĚ NÁM. 9, P1
STYX - D/2 SOKOLOVSKÁ 144, P8
TAKY TIKI - C/3 CIMBURKOVA 22,P3
ÚJEZD - A/4 ÚJEZD 18, P1
VAGON - B/3 NAŘODNÍ 25, P1
XT3 - D/3 ROKYCANOVA 9, ŽIŽKOV, P3
ZERO - B/3 DUŠNÍ 8, P1

DVD
IN STORES

NOW

www.rexpatriates.com
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Get on yer’ bike and come join the great 
Spring Cyklojizda Critical Mass bike ride 
through Prague. People of all ages and sizes 
welcome! The ride parades its way through 
the city streets, telling the city: we are not 
blocking the traffic, we ARE the traffic!

Nasedněte na kola a vyražte s námi do ulic 
Prahy na jarní cyklojízdu Critical  Mass. 
Všichni cyklisté jsou vítáni bez ohledu na 
věk a velikost. Chceme říct městu, že ne-
blokujume dopravu, 
ale jsme její součástí.

Get on yer’ bike and come join the great 
Spring Cyklojizda Critical Mass bike ride 
through Prague. People of all ages and sizes 
welcome! The ride parades its way through 
the city streets, telling the city: we are not 
blocking the traffic, we ARE the traffic!

Nasedněte na kola a vyražte s námi do ulic 
Prahy na jarní cyklojízdu Critical  Mass. 
Všichni cyklisté jsou vítáni bez ohledu na 
věk a velikost. Chceme říct městu, že ne-
blokujume dopravu, 
ale jsme její součástí.

Entrance fee: can of cat food (can be bought at the entrance) 

Spring placement exhibition of abandoned cats

Exhibition for a Cat
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Humanistická strana je politická strana s převážnou 
účastí mladých lidí a neobvykle vysokou účastí žen, a to i 
v nejdůležitějších funkcích. Vznikla v roce 1996 z inicia-
tivy některých členů Humanistického hnutí. 
Humanistický návrh se liší od návrhů ostatních stran, 
protože nevzniká "zeshora", ale vychází od lidí. Pramení 
z toho, že nenacházíme uspokojující odpovědi u tradič-
ních politiků, kteří se obrací k národu, daňovým poplat-
níkům, pacientům, voličům, statistickým číslům - ne k 
člověku, ne k lidem. Proto se lidé nezajímají o politiku 
- nenacházejí místo pro vlastní možnost účastnit se roz-
hodování. 
Stručně řečeno humanisté vidí jako velký problém dneš-
ka to, že hlavní hodnotou jsou peníze. Vše se dělá pro 
peníze, všechno je podřízeno penězům. Navíc peníze 
se stále více koncentrují do rukou malé skupiny lidí, 
zatímco většina populace má větší a větší potíže se zajiš-
těním základních lidských potřeb. Jediným skutečným 
řešením této situace je změnit hodnoty této společnosti 
a na první místo, jako hlavní hodnotu postavit člověka. 
Proto je nezbytné najít formu organizace, která by lidem 
umožňovala účastnit se rozhodování přímo - tedy přímá 
demokracie (ne jako se to děje dnes, kdy veškerou moc 
rozhodovat má pár politiků, několik � nančních skupin 
a bank). 
Proto vznikla Humanistická strana, která se ale nezabývá 
"mocenskými hrátkami". Vysvětluje nezbytnost organi-
zovat se a účastnit se i "špinavé politiky", protože nelze 
nechat nadále volný prostor těm, kterým zájmy lidí nic 
neříkají. 
Humanistická strana působila do roku 2005 pod názvem 
Humanistická aliance a s tímto názvem se též pravidelně 
objevovali její členové i nezávislí kandidáti na kandidát-
ních listinách do voleb na všech úrovních.
V současnosti je předsedou Humanistické strany Ing. Jan 
Tamáš a místopředsedové jsou Ivona Novomestská, Jan 
Bednář, Dana Feminová, Lucka Chocholatá a Táňa Bed-
nářová. Více informací na www.humanistickastrana.cz
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Only the 2 tram ends at Červený Vrch, and boy does it 
end there early, before 9 p.m., meaning that anyone want-
ing to escape the red peak-and most will wish to escape 
it sooner than later-afterhours will have to head back to-
ward the middles of the lines on the 20 or 26. For those 
who fi nd this neck of the sticks partyable, the 51 runs 
all night, conveniently stopping at naměstí’s Karlovo, I.P. 
Pavlova, and Náměstí Míru. Spending a wild Wednesday 
at Červený Vrch takes a bit of work, though.
They're discouraging, those fi rst sights to greet passen-
gers when their tram makes a right off the road and does 
a semicircle before opening its doors to release its cargo 
to Červený Vrch. There's a car dealership, then a gas sta-
tion; a block up and opposite, there's a gas station, then 
a dealership. This far out on 
Evropská, only chumps walk 
across four lanes of traffi c and 
two sets of tram tracks.
Ain't nothing doing at Červený 
Vrch, nothing obvious in the 
dark, anyway, so a person's 

gotta cross those tracks 
and traffi c lanes and walk 
up a block, to Veleslavín-
ská. Red Rock advertises 
a ton of shit-the restau-
rant-pizzeria claims to be 
a music pub with karaoke 
and video projections-but 
delivers only a few yawning workers and a dying fi re in 
the pizza oven at 10:30 p.m. "We going gambling?" one 
staffer asks another. "Let's go," the other guy says, which 
is the cue to pay up (22 Kč Staropramen, 35 Kč Bech-
erovka; empty promises free), and then it's back out into 
the quiet and the cold.
Walk the other way, two blocks down Evropská, to the 
Sidliště Červený Vrch tram stop, and the Red Hill Pub-
everything's a red geological feature, on accounta the 
whole Červený Vrch deal, get it?-promises nothing. But 
the bar stuck to the back of a pizzeria with a sketchy 
(and locked) nightclub-disco in the basement delivers 17 
Kč Staropramen, some fucked-up decor, and a drunken 
crowd happy to make chitchat with unfamiliars. Ladies 
and gentlemen: the heart of Červený Vrch; the night tram 
leaves every 30 minutes. 

5 6   

A hero or heroine usually ful� lls the de� ni-
tions of what is considered good and noble in 
his or her originating culture. Some scholars 
place the willingness to sacri� ce the self for 
the greater good as the most important de� n-
ing characteristic of a hero .

Hercules, one of the Greeks’ favorite heroes, is 
known for his tremendous strength and cour-
age. A hero indeed, he killed lions, hydras, 
giants and a multitude of other threatening 
beasts; helped Jason � nd the Golden Fleece; 
the list goes on. But he also killed his wife and 
children, bedded anything that walked, cross-
dressed, and sacked innocent kingdoms in � ts 
of egoistic rage. 

“All of these people who are heroes, these 
guys who have been lily white and clean all 
their lives, if they went through what I went 
through, they would commit suicide. � ey 
don’t have the heart that I have. I’ve lived 
places they can’t defecate in.” — Mike Tyson 
(former heavyweight boxing champion and 
felon)

On June 27, 1950, Milada Horáková was ex-
ecuted for fabricated crimes against Czecho-
slovakia. On trial with 12 other activists and 
subjected to tortuous interrogation, she was 
the only one not to confess.

According to Kim jong iI and his North Ko-
rean droogs, he has allegedly written more 
than 1,000 books and six operas and designed 
a tower to commemorate his father.

Dustin Diamond, better known as Screech in 
Saved by the Bell, has been spotted starring in 
a porn � lm engaging two women in various 
combinations and positions as well as execut-
ing the dirty sanchez. 

In 2005,US punk rock star Patti Smith was 
presented with the Commander of the Order 
of the Arts and Letters, one one of France’s top 
cultural honors in recognition of her in� u-
ence on music. 

Top ten ways to get rid of a hero:
•Hair cut
•Kryptonite Necklace
•Catch’mCatch’m with a prostitute
•Catch’m with a dead prostitute
•Hemlock Cocktail
•Stab in the back – et tu Brute?
•Drug overdose
•Expose them as a pedophile/homosexual
•Live BBQ in the public square
•Cruci� xion (not as e� ective as beheading)

WE DON’T NEED ANOTHER HERO

END OF THE LINE -  PETŘINY
by Milan Gagnon

Jan Žižka: Hussite Hero 
by Adrian Barek

Having been occupied by varying Eu-
ropean powers, the Czech Republic is 
short on the sort of war heroes whose 
brazen ingenuity or raw patriotic cour-
age led them to vanquish invading 
hordes. Jan Žižka is a notable exception 
to this rule. Even if you’ve never heard 
of Žižka, you’re no doubt familiar with 
Zizkov, the traditionally blue collar dis-
trict of Prague that takes its name from 
the one-eyed Hussite hero. Or perhaps 

you’ve seen the towering statue of Žižka astride his trusty 
steed that overlooks Prague from Vitkov hill. At over nine 
meters tall, the statue is billed as the largest equestrian statue 
in the world and is hard to miss.

Just who is the man behind the hype? Žižka led the Hussite 
armies during the anti-Hussite crusades of Holy Roman Em-
peror Sigismund.

As with many historical � gures, � ction has a pesky habit of 
blending with � ction. It is widely accepted that Žižka lost one 
eye in battle, but some reports claim that even a� er loosing 
the other eye in another battle Žižka continued to lead his 
armies despite being completely blind.

What is undisputed is Žižka’s military genius. Among his in-
novations was the use of armoured farm wagons for o� ensive 
and defensive purposes as well as for transporting his troops. 
His wagons were o� en equipped with canons that could be 
continually � red while charging enemy lines. When on the 
defensive, the wagons would form a circle to protect foot 
soldiers within it and � re on the enemy without. By using 
armoured wagons to such deadly e� ect, Žižka anticipated 
modern tank warfare by nearly 500 years.

Žižka's was a people's army in the truest sense as the vast 
majority of this soldiers were simple peasants and townspeo-
ple untrained in arms. Instead of training them to � ght with 
traditional armaments - a complex and expensive process - 
Žižka taught them to � ght with the tools they were most ac-
customed to wielding; mainly farming implements such as t

Over the course of fourteen years, the Hussite armies under 
Žižka's command successfully repulsed � ve foreign crusades. 
� e � � h crusade was defeated before any swords could clash. 
By this time the Hussites were reputed throughout much of 
Europe as � erce � ghters who inspired sheer terror in their 
enemies by singing 'Ye who are the soldiers of God' as they 
marched into battle. On their way to meet the Hussites, the 
crusaders were said to have heard their enemy singing and 
subsequently � ed. 

Žižka died of the plague while leading his army to an invasion 
of Moravia in 1424. It has been said that his dying wish was 
to have his skin made into drums so that he might lead his 
troops in battle even a� er his death.
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Human Manifestation 

� e Humanist Party is a political party consisting pre-
dominantly of young people, an unusually high number 
of which are women who are included in the most im-
portant positions. It was formed in 1996 on the initiative 
of certain members of the Humanist Movement.
� e humanistic proposal di� ers from that of other po-
litical parties in that it does not come from “above,” but 
has its origin among people. It is derived from the fact 
that we do not � nd satisfying answers among traditional 
politicians, who address the nation, the taxpayers, the 
patients, the voters, the statistical numbers — not the 
human being, the people themselves. � at’s why people 
grow disinterested in politics: they do not � nd a way to 
their own participation in the decision-making process .
In short, the humanists see it as a main problem of our 
day that money has become the principal value. Every-
thing is motivated by money, and everything is subor-
dinated by money. Furthermore, money is increasingly 
concentrated in the hands of a few, whereas a majority 
of people � nd it increasingly harder to cover their basic 
human needs. � e only real solution to the problem is 
to change the hierarchy of values of this society, and to 
make man the top value. � at’s why it is paramount to 
� nd a form of organization that enables people to partic-
ipate directly in decision-making, i.e. direct democracy 
(not as we see today, when all power of decision-making 
belongs to a few politicians and a group of � nancial in-
stitutions and banks).
� at’s the reason behind the formation of the Human-
ist Party, which is not interested in the political power 
game, i.e. politicking. It demonstrates the necessity of 
getting organized and taking part in the dirty political 
process, because one can no longer leave that arena to 
those who do not care about people’s real interests.
Until 2005 the Humanist Party was active under the 
name of the “Humanist Alliance.” Its members, as well as 
independent candidates, appeared on the lists of candi-
dates under that same name in elections on all levels.
At present the party is being chaired by Ing. Jan Tamáš, 
while the vice-chairs are Ivona Novoměstská, Dana 
Feminová, Lucka Chocholatá, Táňa Bednářová and Jan 
Bednář.
More Information is available at www.humanistickas-
trana.cz 

done by misusing or � nding a new use for technology. 
Like the whole techno movement. It started out with 
drum machines and sequencers that were originally 
built for classical musicians and guitar players for ac-
companiment; musicians bought them, couldn’t really 
do anything with them and pawned them. � en the kids 
bought them in the pawn shops and created a whole 
new branch of music with those machines intended and 

designed for someone else [and another purpose]. � at 
actually is the way to go, to be alert and aware of what 
is going on around you and � nding ways to hijack these 
concepts and “misuse” them to bene� t from them.
D: � ere is a new art direction which I think is going to 
be immense in the next couple of years. It’s this kind of a 
movement called pop surrealism, or lowbrow art: artists 
that look at what’s going on around them—comic, skate, 
kitsch—and made it into this new kind of art form, 
which has had a pretty hard time being accepted. ... I’ve 
been waiting for it for years in the art world.
� e Mountains of Madness DVD with the Tiger Lillies is dis-
tributed worldwide, along with the documentary On Tour 
With Neubauten.org and the new Neubauten concert docu-
mentary.
More information available at www.danielledepicciotto.de, 
www.hacke.org, and www.neubauten.org
Complete interview online at www.provokator.org and in the 
next issue of BLATT. 

Creative Crash Course: Theory 
and Application•
� ipping the industry the bird
By Marika Ley

For 35 euros a “phase,” one can become a supporter and 
watch Einstürzende Neubauten create records via the 
Web—and participate in recording sessions in a chat 
room the band actually reads. Supporters exclusively re-
ceive the resulting albums.
A� er the screening of On Tour With Neubauten.org at 
the Music On Film Film On Music festival, Provoká-
tor spoke with director Danielle de Picciotto and Alex 
Hacke of Neubauten.org.
Provokátor: Where did the concept come from to make 
the band accessible to people?
Alex Hacke [of Einstürzende Neubauten]: A� er we cel-
ebrated our 20th anniversary and the longest tour in our 
career up till then, we decided that we had done [almost] 
everything we wanted to do. � en we met a lady in San 
Francisco who presented to us the idea of utilizing the 
Internet to get our stu�  directly to the people who love it 
without the mediator of the record industry in between. 
Why not try to actually produce a record with the money 
of the end consumer, in exchange giving them something 
like intimacy and bringing them a couple of steps [clos-
er] towards us? � ey can watch us while we work on the 
record. � ey can interact and talk to us about what we 
do. Most importantly they can communicate amongst 
each other. � is was an experiment that we started with 
the � rst phase in 2002. … Currently we’re working on the 
third phase of this project. It was like a test balloon—we 
didn’t know whether we’d get enough creativity to come 
up with a record. We didn’t know whether we would 
get enough people to support us, in order to � nancially 
produce the project. As it turned out, we did get enough 
people and we got together a pretty potent community, 

not your average rock chicks and rock dudes. 
Danielle de Picciotto: In this, the listening phase, which 
has been going on since February, the new goal is to do 
two records, one exclusively for the supporters and one 
public one, which they will advertise and distribute also 

on their own. With this phase it’s the mechanism
of � nancing yourself through the Internet, in a way so 
you can do it with the open market, without a record 
company.
A: When we started, our contract had just run out, 
and we didn’t have any obligations to make any further 
records—it was either quitting because it would have 
made a nice clean [break] or starting something new.
P: Was it suddenly “Oh my god we’re free, what do we 
do”?
A: Now we have an entirely di� erent responsibility, be-
cause if you work for the record industry, you receive 
their advances and spend them and then take your time 
doing the record. 
P: It forces you to be truer to your project and art. 
A: You cannot postpone decisions forever like you would 
do on a regular recording. 
D: You’ve got a little screen where you see [Neubauten] 
working, and a chat room, so you can comment live—it’s 
very immediate.
A: [Supporters] help in the sense that you are likely to 
scrap stu�  that you have been working on for just a few 
days too long, but if you have a couple hundred people 
watching you, shouting out, “No! Keep that!” We ask 
why, we think about it, and decide ‘yeah, maybe you’re 
right.’ � ey do actually have an impact on what we do, 
though it’s not a democracy. We have the last say.

P: You’ve created this community of intimacy and con-
structive criticism through wires and electronics.
A: Or wireless.
D: A� er watching technology or computers a long time 
or Internet for the last ten years, there is a sudden kind 
of understanding of what this can be used for in general. 
When Neubauten.org started, they were basically the 
� rst to use it in such an e� ective way, from wires into 
a live aspect, especially because they use instruments—
they’re not an electronic band. Now we’re starting to hear 
of di� erent things: in the � lm Sounds of Silence, they 
were saying that in Iran the musicians cannot perform 
live because it’s so di�  cult and that they had the idea of 
organizing a Internet music festival, which is a fantastic 
idea. If a state, some kind of political form, is trying to 
keep you from doing it, use Internet.

P: Who are the heroes that might have inspired the idea 
before you had it or that you’re learning from?
A: � ere’s many so-called magical concepts of reality 
right now, means of information; that’s one thing. � e 
whole Burroughs, cutup electronical revolution kind of 
ideas have come to be a reality, but also I think some of 
the things we’re doing today are what we read about in 
the late ’70s, early ’80s: “� is is interesting—this is how 
something could work out ...” Now it actually does.
D: Everyone that’s questioned things, destroyed them 
and started anew.

P: Do you see anyone that might be on the verge of a 
pioneering breakthrough?
A: � e most interesting developments recently were 

Lazy Bones: Your Tarot Card of 
the Month
by Cat Deleon 

So what have you learned? Last month, the Hierophant 
counseled going within and assessing the summer’s 
lessons. This month, we move from cerebral lessons 
to those of the heart. The 8 of cups is the message that 
November brings. The cups suit is ruled by water, the 
element that governs emotion. Love and all its trappings 
fl oat to the surface, sometimes clear, sometimes murky. 
The corresponding astrological sign is Pisces, signifying 
emotional growth or death. The eldest zodiac symbol, 
Pisces’s job is to work out all Karmic issues. For a Pisces, 
there are no accidents or coincidences. Everything has 
Karmic implications. 
The 8 of Cups warns of laziness. It asks you, how 
much are you giving? How much are you taking for 
granted? Are you being taken for granted? Are you 
taking advantage or being taken advantage of? If you 
are in a relationship, beware of complacency either on 
your part or your partner’s. Perhaps you and/or your 
signifi cant other are not putting all into the relationship 
that you could be. If you are single, you are being 
advised to stop avoiding issues and concentrate on your 
emotional growth. Assess past relationships and gauge 
their failure on your emotional maturity or lack thereof. 
Is either running away or complete surrender a pattern? 
All relationships are steps on the ladder to karmic and 
emotional growth. 
This month’s god is Hades. Ruler of the Underworld, 
bringing messages of manipulation and ultimate 
compromise. Laziness can manifest itself in our tendency 
to manipulate others to get what we want rather than to 
connect and assess. Hades took the easy way out and 
abducted the woman he loved, Persephone, and made 
her his wife. He kept the reluctant maiden with him by 
feeding her pomegranate seeds … allegory for sex. By 
using his sexual prowess on one so inexperienced, he 
manipulated her into staying. In the end Karma catches 
up with him, causing him to compromise and release her 
to her mother for half the year. His prowess is curtailed, 
leaving him alone and impotent during spring and 
summer. This exemplifi es the entire cycle of Pisces … 
emotional growth and death … ebb and fl ow. 
This combination of the 8 of Cups and Hades raises 
questions of refl ection. Indolence kills relationships. 
Not reawakening romance can bring about a swift end. 
Being lazy about sifting through your emotional growth 
can simulate a death of spirit and create the illusion 
that you are incapable of loving another, thus unable to 

The Semantics of Heroism: 
David Černý’s Thoughts on 
Modern Day Heroism
by Bethany Sha� er

Where do we � nd heroes today? Are they invented or 
discovered, or are they just part of the natural process of 
society? Do we even know what “heroism” means any-
more? � e textbook de� nition of the word is “remark-
able physical or moral courage,” however today heroic 

qualities seem to range from good-looks to big bank 
accounts to talent to ability to instigate controversy. We 
seem to be caught in a cross� re between the classical 
meaning, which includes mythological gods, soldiers of 
war, martyrs, and the contemporary cult of hero wor-
ship of celebrities and crooked politicians. Provokátor 
put these questions to an artist whom some may want 
to label as a hero in the battle against censorship and for 
artistic freedom.

Provokátor: In your opinion, where do people in today’s 
society � nd heroes?

David Černý: Where do they � nd them? I don’t know. 
Probably somewhere in movies and TV.

P: Why do people look to the media for their heroes?

DC: Because we don’t have strong, open-minded politi-
cal leaders and political heroes.

P: How has the idea of heroism changed over the past 
century?

DC: � is is a very complex question. A hero is somebody 
who is leading and showing people how to behave and 
someone who is willing to say things which might not be 
in the interest of everyone. We don’t have heroes today 
because we are not su� ering from wars. We don’t have 
much danger so there is no need to look for heroes.

P: Are heroes a good idea? Does hero worship lead to 
inspiration or laziness?

DC: I don’t know if it’s good or bad. I think it is just a 
natural process. 

P: For example, let’s say you have a 
young art student and this student be-
comes obsessed with someone like Pi-
casso. Do you think this kind of hero 
worship will have a positive or a nega-
tive in� uence on the student?

DC: No opinion. � at is complete per-
sonal thing.  For some it might lead 
to help their art. For someone else, it 
might lead to copying. It’s completely 
personal.

P:  How would you feel if people labeled 
you a hero, especially a� er a situation such as the censor-
ship issue in Bielsko Biala? 

DC: Bullshit. Look, this might change in the next 20 years 
but right now I don’t see in the Euro-American region 
any artist who could call himself a hero. At the end of 
Communism, there were people who su� ered because of 
their ideas. � ey truly su� ered and spent time in prison, 
but today, no.  I would never call myself a hero. Certain 
things are more or less risky but there is no heroism.

P: Where do heroes come from? Are they invented by 
the media or do people create them out of necessity?

DC: A hero is somebody who is willing to do something 
really risky. � ey are not created by people. � ey are 
people who are naturally brave. I’m sure they were many 
heroes who were not published, who we never knew 
anything about. A true hero isn’t necessarily known.

Three Days of Punk, Hardcore, 
and Politics

by Martina Čermáková

Freedom instead of servitude, self-rule instead of parlia-
mentary democratic totalitarianism, and vibrant creative 
entertainment instead of the grey work routine are some 
of the thoughts the organizers behind Weekend of Music 
& Protest are toying with. In its � rst year, and possibly also 
the last (the real incentive to attend), this three-day fest 
with the goals of anarchism, anti-racism, and anti-fascism, 
held November 16 to 18, promises politically charged mu-
sic, lectures, discussions, short � lm screenings, and a car-
nival to ventilate the rebellious tendencies.
� e festival comprises three separate events joined together 
by one thought: ‘day we � ght for democracy and freedom: 
for whom?’ It directly refers to November 17, a public holi-
day, when the country remembers the years 1939 and 1989, 
and annually voices the importance of � ghting for democ-
racy. � e question raised will supply the central topic of the 
A-Kontra-steered discussion at Klub 007 Strahov on the 
17th (5 p.m.), as well as prove relevant to AFA’s (Antifascist 
Action) lecture & projection, 10 Years of Struggle Against 
Fascism: From the History and Work Experience of AFA, 
held at Infocafé Krtkova Kolona a day later (1 p.m.).
� e ‘anti’ theme hovering over the fest serves a ravishing 
intellectual meal to chew on for the traditionally de� ant 
punk and hardcore bands—and there will be lots. Klub 
Bordo is hosting a concert featuring � ve anti-racist and 
anti-fascist bands on the 16th at 6 p.m. � e acts are � e-
ma 11 (emo-hardcore), Balaclavy (old-school hardcore), 
Edelweiss Piraten (melodic punk with a trumpet), Rum-
burak (intensive emo-hardcore with a tinge of metal and 
an angry tomcat behind the mic), and Red Insect (punk as 
fuck). Twenty-� ve hours later and four city districts away, 
Sadako (hardcore), � alidomide (Prague’s punk veterans), 

and Ravelin 7 (emo’n’roll) will voice their frustrations at 
Klub 007. 
As promised, to put an end to the dull routine of dreary 
reality, the Weekend of Music & Protest sta�  have planned 
the liberating Carnival Against Oppression on the 17th. 
� e celebration starts at Palackého Náměstí at 2 p.m., so 
there’s plenty of time to create that ingenious mask as well 
as to dig out an instrument or two for some serious noise/
music making.

When Masturbation Is a Tough 
Job:
Masturbating to Stardom
By Martina Čermáková

He was entrusted with representing the Czech Repub-
lic this summer. Determined to outstrip his competi-
tors and break last year’s arduous record in a marathon 
in which legs are of no use, Marcel Rimel claimed the 
silver. Equipped with skillful hands, exceptional physi-
cal and mental endurance, and a dose of stimulating 
substance, he masturbated for 6.5 hours. “I would have 
lasted even longer without a problem,” he explains, criti-
cizing the organization error that deprived him of the 
“master-masturbator” title. Although he was the last to 
leave the couch/bed room, the starting times discrep-
ancy had him loose to a Brit with an earlier takeo� . 

Rimel, a 20-year-old from Ostrava, attained eminence 
at the annual Masturbate-a-thon in London August 5 
when he competed with more than 200 self-pleasurers. 
He has a proud mother and girlfriend, the feedback on 
his achievement is all positive, and Rimel’s name stands 
strong and rigid in many people’s minds.

� e publicity burst had him splashed permanently 
onto his secondary school’s bulletin board, splattered in 
newspapers, at various events, and Kraus’s Relax, Please 
talk show. “Everyone’s real supportive — especially my 
friends, my mom, and my classmates. � e really sin-
cere praises come from men,” Rimel explains. He hasn’t 
come across any averse responses. Rimel’s sponsor, 
Clavin- product aiding erection, interprets the attention 
as re� ecting the liberal attitudes held by Czechs when it 
comes to sexuality. 

Rimel’s trip to stardom was no picnic. Natural talent 
won’t do everything. In his Blesk interview, he describes 
the drain: “I started o�  masturbating seated. A� er three 
hours my back was killing me, so I had to stand up and 
switch from time to time between the two positions.” 
Masturbation at the competitive level is a demanding 
job. Some contestants give up a� er a few minutes. Rimel 
had no de� nite strategy and made decisions along the 
way, but was resolute to get o�  as last. It’s the mental 
framework that separates the best from the average.

No matter how high Rimel ranks on www.celebrita.
cz’s meter, there will always be dissenters to remind us 

how moronic this is. � eir point is well-taken: an ath-
lete should train; Rimel’s four sex-free days are perhaps 
not enough of a sacri� ce. Charity events such as the 
Masturbate-a-thon are, however, not wholly meaning-
less. � ere’s a deeper concern underlying this solo-sex 
marathon: the li� ing of taboos surrounding masturba-
tion and the encouragement of safe-sex exploration. � e 
money generated by the contestants’ sponsors (18,000 
Kč in Clavin’s case) goes to Marie Stopes International 
and Terrence Higgins Trust charities. “An event like this, 
combined with charity, de� nitely in� uences the public 
view surrounding the taboo of masturbation,” a�  rms 
Ladislav Chromek, Clavin’s product manager.

It has been more than three months since Rimel’s vic-
torious climax, and media coverage is thinning. “I’ve 
earned some money, graduated from school, and peo-
ple recognize me. I’m living my normal life and will 
see what comes my way next,” he comments. Is Rimel’s 
performance old news? For one, it’s doubtful that Czech 
men would so easily dismiss their prodigy of endurance. 
Secondly, Rimel’s cooperation with Clavin is far from at 
an end. � e sponsor is convinced of his handiness to 
win gold at the 2007 Masturbate-a-thon edition. Marcel 
is not decided, but if he’s in a good shape he will give it 
a whirl. 

Heroine Can Set You Free 
by Chris McMorrow

� is issue's cover depicts one of the most enduring female 
icons in the history of super hero comics, the sex-starved 
pseudo-communist Octobriana. � e myth surrounding 
this unique heroine's origin is the stu�  of comic legend it-
self -- a bizarre art the�  set against the backdrop of the Cold 
War. Unlike typical female characters in comics, this Soviet 
styled Barbarella depended on her muscles and wits to � ght 
for liberation of the oppressed. Although far from the femi-
nist ideal, a � ercely independent warrior who served the 
people while getting her freak on in the early seventies was 
highly unusual in central and eastern Europe.
Although her authorship is still debated, the general con-
sensus involves a handful of Czechoslovakian artists who 
illustrated adventure novels. As a � lm student at the Film 
and Television School of the Academy of Performing Arts 
in Prague (FAMU) in the early sixties, Petr Sadecký had 
long been a hardcore devotee of comic book culture. Also 
a staunch supporter of the Soviet Union, he regularly in-
furiated his professors with papers on obscure Soviet � lms 
from the early 20th century. He was also known for his 
admiration of two well-known Czechoslovakian illustra-
tors of the time, Zdeněk Burian and Bohumil Konečný. He 
had approached both of them as a young fan and visited 
the artist's studios' frequently.
� e fantastical side of Octobriana's story begins with 
Sadecký's claim that in 1961, at age 18; he was sought out 
by a group of Soviet dissidents while lecturing in Rus-
sia. A� er delivering an impromptu speech on the artistic 
potential of comics, a member of the Progressive Politi-
cal Pornography Party approached him and invited him 
to join an underground group of nontraditional geniuses. 
Sadecký described the PPP s meeting in secret to speak out 
against the Kremlin and Russia's Stalinism, hold drunken 
orgies and create comic strips starring Octobriana, the 
embodiment of their ideology. 
What really happened is a bit less thrilling. Before emi-
grating to West Germany in 1967, Sadecký is said to have 
helped himself to more than a thousand drawings and 
paintings by Burian and Konečný -- among these were a 
number of depictions of an Octobriana look-alike named 
Amazona. At some point within the next three years, he 
reportedly stuck a red star on Amazona’s forehead and the 
free loving October Revolution � gurehead was born. 
Armed with his idols' stolen artwork and an aptitude for 
fabrication, Sadecký combined drawings of Octobriana 
acting as an agent for the Pentagon or Bejing Maoists, 

information about the purported PPP to create an entire 
book titled Octobriana and the Russian Underground. 
Released in a number of countries during 1971, its fraudu-
lent nature was immediately obvious to readers, especially 
Czechoslovaks who easily recognized the work of Burian 
and Konečný. 
Despite the obvious hoax, the ensuing scandal tainted 
all the comics in Czechoslovakia, branding the genre as 
a decadent and ideologically threatening form of West-
ern culture. Although innocent by today's standards, 
the book documented a counter-culture behind the Iron 
Curtain that most people already knew existed. Burian 
and Konečný attempted to explain their unwitting par-
ticipation in the publication by pledging their support to 
the Communist party but were ultimately forced to stop 
illutrating novels. In the end, Sadecký succeeded in script-
ing his own dubious tale of the international intrigue he 
spent his childhood reading. 
� e 1980s saw the emergence of Octobriana as a solid 
presence in comics, posters and advertisements. Due to 
her non-copyright status, countless illustrators have de-
picted Octobriana in a variety of incarnations. In many 
ways, Octobriana’s rich genealogy was unintentional and 
improvisational, but served to lend credence to comics as 
a valid art form and even warn of a political revolution to 

come. 

images from:
"Octobriana a Ruský 
Underground Laby-
rint" 
by Tomáš Pospiszyl, 
courtesy of Divus / 
Umelec

„Weekend of music and protest“ je víkendovou sérií 
několika akcí, které má v praxi oživit spojení hardcore/
punku a politiky...
Vše vypukne ve čtvrtek 16.11. V klubu Bordó se od 18:00 
(prosím, přijďte přesně, konec akce ve 22:00!) koná anti-
rasistický/antifašistický hudební festival. Vystoupí na něm 
pět kapel: � ema 11 (intenzivní emo-hardcore), Balaclava 
(oldschool hardcore), Red Insect (rychlý street punk), 
Rumburak (emo-core) a Edelweiss Piraten (punkrock 
s trubkou). Klub Bordó najdete na Vinohradské ulici č. 
40. Už zdálky na vás mrká vývěsní štít Casina, do kterého 
zamíříte, ale hned za prvními dveřmi (v mezidveří) se dáte 
doleva a po schodech vyjdete do druhého patra do klubu. 
Druhý den se pokračuje v programu. Od 14:00 začíná 
na Palackého náměstí karneval proti útlaku. Karneval 
bude pro nás prostorem kde se společně bavit, hrát si a 
zpívat. Společně zničíme alegorie forem útlaku, naj-
deme společnou řeč rytmu v otevřeném samba bandu a 
samozřejmě vytvoříme maškarní rej. Masky a hudební 
nástroje s sebou!
Program akce pokračuje v 17:00 v klubu 007 na Strahově. 
Redakce A-kontra si připravila přednášku a diskusi pod 
heslem „Den boje za demokracii a svobodu? Pro koho?“. 
Přednáška bude následována dalším koncertem, na kterém 
tentokrát vystoupí tři kapely: Sadako (hardcore), � alido-
mide (rychlý oldschool hc) a Ravelin 7 (emo’n’roll).
Program pokračuje i v sobotu. V infocafé Krtkova Kolona 
se od jedné hodiny koná přednáška a projekce nad 
tématem 10 let boje proti fašismu. Podtitul „z historie a 
praxe české AFA“ je dostatečně výstižný… Po přednášce a 
projekci bude následovat diskuse.

Venue addresses:
-Klub Bordó: Vinohradská 40, Praha 2 (www.bordo.cz)
Tram no.11 from metro stop I.P.Pavlova (around the 
corner) or Jiřího z Poděbrad, stop Vinohradská tržnice
-Klub 007: Chaloupeckého 6 (Koleje ČVUT, blok 7), 
Praha 6-Břevnov (www.klub007strahov.cz)
bus no. 217 from metro stop Anděl or Dejvická, stop 
Koleje Strahov 
-Krtkova kolona: Sochařská 6, Praha 7 – Letná (kk.
czechcore.cz)
Tram no. 1, 15, 25, 26 from metro stop Hradčanská or 
Vltavská, stop Letenské náměstí
Concert tickets: � ursday: 150,-/ Friday: 100,-/ both: 200,-

love yourself. Hades conjures images of emotional 
blackmail. Do you hold yourself hostage? Are you 
being held hostage? Are you holding another hostage? 
Whichever the scenario, it is a necessary 
lesson in your Karmic cycle. As long as you learn 
from it, you’ll grow and your relationship to yourself 
and others will prosper. 
Reading in Prague by appointment. Contact: 
catdeleon59@hotmail.com
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Je to dlouhá 
cesta. Zpátky 
se do večera 

nedostaneme.

Husitská 1, Praha 3
Žitná 47, Praha 1

tel.: +420 222 540 337

  MUDDUM Art Space: 
 Workshop, Gallery and Info-Cafe
 Kostelní 24, Letná, Praha 7, Tel: 777 876 541

 Email: info@muddum.org Website: www.muddum.org
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O jednu hodinu 
později… Ach 

jo, hoši, já na to 
kašlu. 

Co tady vůbec 
děláme? Od kdy se 

Chrisi natolik zajímáš 
o podobný okultní 

nesmysly?

Ty snad 
nevěříš ve 
vyšší moc?

Přilepila si mě 
k sobě bez ja-

kékoliv naděje 
úniku.

Ty snad 
nevěříš ve 
vyšší moc? 

Mimo to tady 
máme Slunce 

podléhající 
Mléčné dráze.

Mluvíš o 
nekonečnu 
kterému se 

snaží porozumět 
všechny bytosti

To je jenom 
domněnka. Jediné 

čemu potřebuji 
rozumnět je to, co 

je přede mnou.

Tsss

Tohle nemá 
smysl. Vracím 
se zpátky do 

baru.

 Věřím. 
Například 

v tuhle 
planetu.

 Právě PROTOŽE 
věřím ve vyšší 
moc, nepřijmu 
tuhle duchovní 

hovadinu.

Věřím. 
Například v 

tuhle planetu.

za hodinu...

� e views 
and opinions 
expressed in 
Provokator 
are not neces-
sarily a re� ection of 
those held by the sta�  
of Provokator.
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THE UNBEARABLE BALDNESS 
OF Beaver
By F. Kazánov

It’s not what you can see, 
it’s what you can’t see. The 
veiled: think of the dance 
of the seven veils, think 
of a tight-waisted sum-
mer dress, think of your 
mother’s face on her wed-
ding day, think of a baldy 
cooch, pink and winking 
like a baby vulture.
And this is my point: I’m 
going to be frank with you 
as adult people (apologies 
to the kid who picked this 
magazine up while waiting for his mother to � nish her 
latte; a cooch is a kind of cookie, ok?) I’m a child of the 
‘70s and will admit to a quite severe liking for the more 
densely pelted cooch. Now I really don’t mind 
a trimmed one that much (I have a problem say-
ing no to people), but that is all you bloody get 
here in Prague, and sometimes I think I’m going 
to scream if I see one more.
You will look long and hard before you � nd 
a nicely tended bush in all of Prague, though you 
will stumble, come across, trip over, � nd without 
looking for � ocks of the totally shaven (úplně
oholený) and the landing strip (proužek), and still 
the search for the PBT (perfect black triangle) 
stretches on. Hasn’t anyone else noticed??
As the quest for discovery, for understanding the 
universe around us, picks up momentum and bo-
gus information saturates the air we breathe, the 
need to see for oneself has become paramount, 
and this includes the need to gaze at the plumb-
ing of the female body in its unveiled for.
Now, aside from any unpleasant red/itchy-
looking/plain ugly issues, I just need the soft tactile 
spring of femininity that the fuller bush o� ers: the def-
inition, the signal that you are now entering di� erent 
territory and how. 
And yet, surprisingly for me, the heavily groomed 
nether region is the preferred option for women, and 
although modern pubic styles are pornographically 
inspired, it seems that nowadays they are far from be-
ing male-led and on several occasions, 

I have had my requests for a bit-of-hair-for-chris-
sakes-just-to-try-it rebu� ed with a loud and long 
“FUUUUUJJJJJJJ!” (YEEEEEUUCHHH!) And they were 
my girlfriends, and I loved them for more than their 
upholstering, so confused or not, I put out and shut 
up. 
Time passes, trends come and go, this I know: that 
soon enough the competition to see who can out-
hairy whom will be the fashion obsession, but I’m 
tired of waiting. This is my chance, so women of Roxy 
Club, women of Akropolis, women of Meloun, women 
of Čímice, Bohnice, Žižkov, Jarov, Libuš, women of 
Prague 1 to Prague 69, hear me now! Down razors!
Help me as I begin my own one-man citywide revolu-
tion (OK, Californians, I understand if you won’t help). 
Support me in my quest to have a chance of holding 

a warm, fuzzy, natural woman’s 
body next to mine sometime in 
the near future, do yourselves 
a favour and please repeat this 
chant wherever you go:
(Brain-Washing tempo)
“Give Your Man A Treat! Leave It 
Dense But Neat!”

Recommended Bikini 
Waxing Locations 
(provided by Expats.cz) 

- Esthetica, 
Elišky Peškové 17

- Yves Rocher, 
Václavské Náměstí 47

My Funny Valentine
Frank Sinatra

My funny valentine
Sweet comic valentine

You make me smile with my heart
Your looks are laughable

Unphotographable
Yet youre my favourite work of art

Is your � gure less than greek
Is your mouth a little weak
When you open it to speak

Are you smart?

But dont change a hair for me
Not if you care for me

Stay little valentine stay
Each day is valentines day

Můj směšný miláčku
Franktina Cermatra

Můj směšný miláčku
Roztomilý legrační nejmilejší
Ty kdo rozesměje mé srdce
Ty co vypadáš tak směšně
Fotogra� e tě nevystihne

Přesto jsi moje milované umělecké dílo

Schází tvé postavě řecké tvary
Schází tvým ůstům přesvědčení

Když je otevřeš a promluvíš
Jsi chytrá?

Ale neměn pro mně ani vlásek
Ne pokud ti na mně zaleží

Zdrž se na valentýnskou chvilku
Každý den je Valentýn

Notes on Torture:
As perhaps some of you may have noticed, over the 
past 17 issues Provokator has produced we’ve always 
loosely addressed a theme. We were going to run 
a contest for guessing the theme of the month, but 
to be honest we detest contests ...and chain letters, 
but not chains.

When brainstorming themes for the next six months 
– February did not evoke feelings of love, candy or 
euphoria. It brought to mind the ice, cold, dark days...
and the general malaise that a Prague winter is ca-
pable of (we even bribed the Heat Miser to chill out 
so the Cold Miser could come through and validate 
us solely for this issue). February is usually the month 
someone you know is going to � ip out, if it’s not you 
yourself. It brought to mind...torture. 
There are several ways to interpret torture. There’s the 
torture that the Geneva Convention rules out as an 
option when coercing information – like the kind of 
pain in� iction  exercised in Guantanamo Bay and in 
Vietnam on P.O.W.’s. There’s the cutting o�  of clitoris’ 
as practised in parts of Africa to curb women from 
straying from their husbands. There’s the oppression 
that citizens must endure from their lording govern-
ments and the brutality of police and of prisoners. 
Then there’s more sublime forms of  torture. The tor-
ture of enduring crappy muzak while getting your 
teeth drilled with no anaesthetic by a  dentist with 
bad breath.  

The harrowing tales of living in a town where your 
chances of dating an alcoholic are one in ten (even 
if you are a souse yourself, it’s best not to date one). 
The agony of falling in love with someone who lives 
on the other side of the planet. The distress of one’s 
computer crashing and deleting your virtual world. 
And even still there’s the torture that can be fun and 
entertaining like BDSM (titillating toys, shiny cos-
tumes).
 Putting your alarm clock on the other side of the 
room and yet another right outside your warm bed-
room door.
 Fantasizing about having intense sex while waiting 
on the line to return your beer bottles. 
  Calling your mother and asking for bail –then pur-
posefully cutting the line
 Signing a contract of celibacy for a year. 
 Buying really good chocolate for your choco-ad-
dicted � atmate...telling them about it
and then hiding it.

What we've gathered in this issue is an assortment of 
pain and the human condition to seek it out. 

• When pain is slowly induced into a person, the body 
releases opioid chemicals, otherwise known as endor-
phins. These chemicals can block and dull the pain, by 
preventing the brain from sending pain messages to 
the rest of the body. Heroin and morphine do the same 
thing. So next time you want to get high, don’t turn to 
illegal activities; just ask a friend to torture you!
• Countries where torture is either legal, or widely 
practiced: Pakistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, the Philip-
pines, Russia, Sri Lanka, Syria, Uzbekistan, Jordan, and 
Morocco.
• Alan Dershowitz, a.k.a. one of O.J. Simpson’s defense 
attorneys, stated in 2002 that U.S. law should be bent 
to allow torture in cases involving terrorist suspects.
• Approximately 400 men remain detained at Guan-
tanamo Bay. Of those 400, only 10 have been charged 
with a crime.
• In earlier times, the practice of public torture brought 
the community together to taunt prisoners shackled 
and on display in the center of town. 
• Pro: It has been noted in the � eld of psychology that 
torture survivors can more easily overcome future 
pain and trauma. What doesn’t kill you only makes you 
stronger!
• Con: Torture is often used against defenseless or even 
innocent victims, usually by corrupt governments. 
Apart from bodily harm, torture subjects may internal-
ize their pain and experience a severe mental as well 
as physical crisis. Also, torture really, really hurts.
• Cinematic: Torture � lled horror � ick “Saw II” took in 
$131.4 million worldwide, making it the top-grossing 
horror � lm of 2005. “Saw III” led to 999 calls and ambu-
lance crews racing to theatres in Stevenage, Peterbor-
ough and Cambridge in the UK the week of its 

premiere in October of 2006, because of fans who 
fainted due to the gruesome nature of the � lm.
• Bacterial torture: Agonize your neighborhood OCD 
su� erer by licking their mobile phone then rubbing  
the mouthpiece on the seat of your pants.
• Columbia University has an o�  cial S&M club. At one 
meeting, a member volunteered herself to be wal-
loped with rubber hoses and a leather whip.
• In his at-the-brink-of-17th century philosophy-laden 
pornography writings, Marquis de Sade preaches that 
“sex without pain is like food without taste.” And yes, 
sadism is derived from Sade’s name.
• The rape simulator, RapeLay, Illusion's latest work in 
the hentai game genre, has the gamers assault, cor-
rupt, and brutally rape over and over again all females 
of some Japanese clan who lack the competence to 
run, shout for help, or at least avoid secluded places. 
The game comes to a too predictable climax as the 
girls turn into sex slaves who enjoy the raping action.
• Licensing bodies in Australia and New Zealand have 
banned a computer game version of the � lm Reservoir 
Dogs that encourages players to relish in the torture of 
their opponents.
• Three fun ways to torture your roommate:
1. The next time your roommate leaves town, call him/
her and say that you've locked yourself out, and you 
think you may have left the oven on.
2. Start leaving cat hair and toys littered around the 
� at. Buy a bag of cat food. When your roommate asks 
about it, say, “wait a minute, I thought you owned 
a cat!”
3. Douse yourself with a bottle of ketchup and lie in 
your roommate’s bed. As soon as he/she opens the 
door, start moaning, “run...run...save yourself...”

You Always Hurt the Ones You Love 
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10% DISCOUNT 
WITH

THIS COUPON!!

Where's Waldová

find this bashful babi and WIN

concert tickets or merchandise!!

simply send an email to: 

editor.provokator@gmail.com 

telling us the name of the street 

you found her hiding on and you 

will be entered into the raffle.  

Winners will be contacted 

by email. 

DVD 
IN STORES 

NOW!

6. 2. 
FORMER CELL MATES /UK

(member of Leatherface)

DRINKS FOOD MUSIC MOTORCYCLES
Novovysočanská 85, Prague 9
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Cover: Sven Genius / *Waleed Nasser 
Web Manager: James Gogarty
Design: *Ivana Tuzinská, asst. *Jana Malečová 
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*Natalia Terekova  Ad: Waleed Nasser
Comic: Adam Reed
Contributors: Curtis M. Wong, Cat Deleon, 
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PROPS TO PRAGUE COLLEGE 
Instigator Media Group  produces Provokator; a com-
munity run magazine re� ecting the global village pro-
portions of urban areas with a focus on Prague, Berlin 
and eventually Budapest, supporting creative interac-
tion and community locally and worldwide, blurring 
the borders of genre and media. 
When a person is new to a culture Provokator provides 
a conduit to the current culture they are living in, al-
lowing them to participate within the culture via pho-
tography, reportage, design etc... as opposed to being 
merely a tourist or an observer. 
We � rmly believe in supporting education and the 
practice of what one has learned.  As an enlightened 
result this issue has been designed by the students of 
Prague College. We encourage students to use us as 
a springboard into their careers in their desired profes-
sions or calling-maybe they’ll love it maybe they might 
� nd they want to do something else. The students that 
participated in the production of this issue walk away 
with something to hold onto and present to their fu-
ture employers or clients, an e� ort to be proud of. 
It is a pleasure to have worked with you and we look 
forward to what you will put forth and produce in the 
world of media and design. 
                                                         - Provokator 
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  Vodičkova 37, Praha 1

  FOR EVERYTHING PHOTOGRAPHIC

Lunch, Brunch, 
Dinner...

Come Hungry!

Šmeralova 1, Letná
+420 777 794 094
Short Term Accommodation
www.fraktalbar.cz
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upcoming themes:

March: 
Euthanasia 
/ Youth-in-Asia

April: 
The Fake Issue 
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6.2.-27.2.

Dlouhá 33

KEY
ABATON - E/1 NA KOŠINCE, Á P8
ANDALUSIAN DOG - B/2 KORUNOVAČNI 4, P7 
BATALION - B/3 ŘUNA 3, P1
BLIND EYE - C/3 VLKOVA 26, P3
KLUB BORDO - C/4 VINOHRADSKÁ 40, P2
CROSS CLUB - C/1 PLYNÁRNÍ 23, P7
DIVADLO ARCHA - C/3 NA POŘČÍ 26, P1
FRAKTAL - B/2 ŠMERLOVA 1, P7
FUTURUM - A/4  ZBOROVSKÁ 7, P5
JET CLUB  - C/3 OREBITSKÁ 5, P3
KAŠTAN - BĚLOHORSKÁ 150, P6
KAVARNA IDEAL - C/4 ŠAZAVSKÁ 29, P1
KLUB 007 - A/4 CHALOUPECKĚHO 7, P6
KLUB RETRO - C/4 FRANCOUZSKÁ 2, P2
LUCERNA - B/4 ŠTEPÁNSKÁ 61, P1
MAISON MĚRE - B/4 ŽITNÁ 41, P1
MATRIX - D/3 KONĚVOVA  13, P3
MOTORÁJ E/2  NOVOVYDOČANSKÁ 892, P9
PALAC AKROPOLIS -  C/3 KUBELÍKOVA 27, P3
RADOST FX - B/4 BĚLEHRADSKÁ 120, P2
ROCK CAFE - B/3 NÁRODNÍ 20, P1
ROCKSTERS - B/3 KARLOVO 25, P1
ROXY - B/Š DLOUHÁ 33, P1
STUDIO RUBÍN A/3 MALOSTRANSKĚ NÁM. 9, P1
STYX - D/2 SOKOLOVSKÁ 144, P8
TAKY TIKI - C/3 CIMBURKOVA 22,P3
ÚJEZD - A/4 ÚJEZD 18, P1
VAGON - B/3 NAŘODNÍ 25, P1
XT3 - D/3 ROKYCANOVA 9, ŽIŽKOV, P3
ZERO - B/3 DUŠNÍ 8, P1
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your legalities 
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A� AffAirs
October 10 – 16, 2012 www.praguepost.com

❚ Metro B stop Národní třída is canceled
Oct. 15–Nov. 2 
❚ Funicular Petřín Funicular is canceled 
Oct. 10–20
❚ Tram 2 is canceled
❚ Tram 5 ends at Červený Vrch
❚ Tram 20 is rerouted from Vítězné nám. to 
Podbaba, where it ends
❚ Tram 26 runs from Želivského to Červený 
Vrch, where it ends
❚ Tram 51 is rerouted from Vítězné nám. to 
Podbaba, where it ends
Through Nov. 3
❚ Tram 5 is rerouted from Želivského via 
Nákladové nádraží Žižkov and Olšanská to 
Olšanské nám.
❚ Tram 26 is rerouted from Mezi Hřbitovy via 
Olšanské hřbitovy and Flora to Olšanské nám.
❚ Tram 51 runs from Divoká Šárka to 
Olšanské hřbitovy, where it ends
Ongoing
❚ Trams 15, 19, 21 and 36 are canceled
❚ Tram 3 is rerouted from Bílá Labuť via 
Florenc, Invalidovna, Palmovka and Bulovka 
to Kobylisy
❚ Tram 4 is rerouted from Anděl to Kotlářka; 
it is extended from Čechovo nám. to Kubánské 
nám.
❚ Tram 5 is rerouted from Strossmayerovo 
nám. via Hradčanská and Dejvická to Divoká 
Šárka; from Olšanské hřbitovy, it is extended 
via Želivského to Černokostelecká
❚ Tram 6 is rerouted from Karlovo nám. via 
Albertov and Nám. Bratří Synků to Spořilov; 
from Anděl, it is rerouted via Smíchovské 
nádraží to Sídliště Barrandov
❚ Tram 8 is rerouted from Dlouhá třída to 
Hradčanská via Malostranská
❚ Tram 11 ends at Olšanské hřbitovy
❚ Tram 12 is rerouted from Malostranská to 
Strossmayerovo nám. via Letenské nám.
❚ Tram 14 is rerouted from Masarykovo 
nádraží via Bílá labuť, Vltavská, Dělnická to 
Ortenovo nám. and then follows tram 24 
❚ Tram 16 is rerouted from Biskupcova via 
Palmovku and from Nádraží Vysočany via 
Lehovec
❚ Tram 17 is rerouted from Kobylisy to 
Vozovna Kobylisy
❚ Tram 24 is rerouted from Masarykovo 
nádraží via Nám. Republiky, Strossmayerovo 
nám. and Nádraží Holešovice to Ortenovo 
nám.
❚ Tram 25 is rerouted from Palmovka via 
Nádraží Libeň to Lehovec
❚ Buses 104, 117, 130, 149, 155, 182, 192, 
198, 203, 217, 224, 243, 246, 247, 248, 
254, 271 and H2 are canceled
❚ Bus 106 is rerouted via Starý Spořilov, 
Spořilov and Sídliště Spořilov to Roztyly
❚ Bus 125 is extended from Horčičkova to 
Skalka
❚ Bus 135 is rerouted from Spořilov via 
Roztyly, Chodov to Koleje Jižní Město
❚ Bus 136 is rerouted from Spořilov via 
Chodovec, Opatov and Háje to Jižní Město
❚ Bus 139 is rerouted from Tylova čtvrť via 
Nádraží Modřany to Komořany
❚ Bus 150 is extended from Poliklinika 
Modřany to Na Beránku
❚ Bus 161 is extended from Nebušice to 
Přední Kopanina
❚ Bus 163 is extended from Depo Hostivař 
to Želivského
❚ Bus 170 is rerouted from V Zápolí via 
Budějovická, Ryšánka, Branické nám., 
Přístaviště and Chaplinovo nám. to Pražská 
čtvrť
❚ Bus 183 is rerouted from Boloňská via 
Nádraží Horní Měcholupy, Sídliště Petrovice 
and then extended to Háje
❚ Bus 186 goes via Hloubětínská, Hloubětín, 
Lehovec to Satalická obora
❚ Bus 196 is extended from Kačerov via 
Michelská, Jesenická to Strašnická
❚ Bus 240 is rerouted from Wattova via 
Morseova and Newtonova to Horčičkova 

❚ General enquiries, Front desk, 
Tel. 296 334 400
office@praguepost.com
❚ Markéta Hulpachová, Editor-in-Chief
Tel. 296 334 434
mhulpachova@praguepost.com
❚ Caroline Wren, Art Director 
Tel. 296 334 426
cwren@praguepost.com
❚ Walter Novak, Photo Editor
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wnovak@praguepost.com
❚ Milan Gagnon, Culture Editor
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mgagnon@praguepost.com
❚ Jonathan Crane, Reporter
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jcrane@praguepost.com
❚ Fiona Gaze, Copy & Food Editor
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❚ André Crous, Copy & Cinema Editor
Tel. 296 334 439
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❚ Jaroslav Čišovský, Finance Director
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❚ Lukáš Zíta Advertising Director
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By TOMáŠ RáKOS
STAFF WRITER

L egend has it that Sept. 28 in 935 
A.D., the Duke of Bohemia Wences-
las I was murdered in Stará Boleslav 

by a group of assassins loyal to his brother.
Centuries later on that same day, current 

President Václav Klaus visited Stará Boleslav 
to pay tribute to his namesake. Following his 
itinerary to the northern town of Chrastava, 
Klaus experienced a drama of his own when 
a man dressed in camouflage shot him six 
times with an airsoft gun. Rooted in a bour-
geoning local culture of anti-policy stunts, 
the incident has laid bare the inadequacies 
of the Klaus’ security team, as well as the 
whimsical character of the president himself.

Unlike Wenceslas I, beaten and stabbed to 
death by the murderous Tira, Tuža, Hněvsa 
and Česta, the president survived without 
severe injury as the pellets only nicked his 
right upper arm and shoulder. The quick, 
close-range attack was orchestrated by 26-

year-old Liberec native Pavel Vondrouš, who 
planned it to coincide with Klaus’ attending 
of a bridge-opening ceremony.

The shooting immediately set off a media-
fueled public uproar. The blatant security 
failure was the primary source of public con-
cern. The second major issue was whether 
it was correct to classify the incident as an 
assassination attempt, as Klaus did shortly 
after a brief visit to the hospital.

The assailant, a down-and-out former 
Communist Party member, escaped the 
scene virtually unnoticed. Before police 
apprehended him, he managed to give an 
interview to TV Nova, saying his aim was to 
draw attention to the current state of politics 
and society. 

“The government is blind and deaf to 
the laments of the people,” he told the TV 
cameras.

While enjoying the publicity, Vondrouš 
presented himself as an ordinary man. He 
lived and worked in Liberec as a welder, 
making just enough money to get by. He had 
no previous criminal record and, accord-
ing to local media reports, his neighbors 
considered him normal. The only political 
element in his story is his former ties to the 
Communist Party. Vondrouš ran up large 
debts and has stated repeatedly on his Face-
book profile page how disillusioned he has 
become with “the capitalist pressure on the 
lower classes.” He said he was ready to die 
should the presidential guard have retaliated 
with real weapons.

The “assassination” will likely go down 
as another case in a line of similar instances 
of anti-policy behavior. Examples of this 
Czech phenomenon include artist David 

Černý’s painting a Soviet tank pink in 1991, 
the egg-throwing fad aimed at former Social 
Democratic Party Chairman Jiří Paroubek 
in 2009 and the case of bus driver Roman 
Smetana, who was sentenced to 100 hours 
of community service after painting insect 
antennae and inscribing words such as 
“liar,” “corrupt person” and “prostitute” on 
dozens of political posters before the general 
elections in 2010.

“Orchestrated would-be political action 
verging on practical jokes is a typical form of 
protest here,” explains political scientist Bo-
humil Doležal. He adds that, unfortunately, 
not every action is well thought out.

“Vondrouš’s assassination attempt was 
utterly stupid. The only thing he achieved is 
that he got himself into the limelight. The 
Communist Party naturally distanced itself 
from his actions. If he had tried to make a 
historical analogy, he’d have to go all the way 
back to 1923, when then–Finance Minister 
Alois Rašín was killed by an anarchist 
unsatisfied with the economic situation. But 
this is very unlikely in the case of Vondrouš.”

Meanwhile, Klaus appears convinced 
Vondrouš didn’t act alone. He also expressed 
surprise at “the absolute hatred” with which 
a “certain group of leftist media circles 
started fighting over the [use of the] word 
assassination,” he told the daily Lidové 
noviny. 

For Klaus, one member of this circle 
is his onetime ally Roman Joch, a former 
adviser to Prime Minister Petr Nečas (Civic 
Democrats, ODS) in foreign affairs and 
human rights.

Joch, who is known as a hard-line conser-
vative, wrote in his blog that he disagreed 

with labeling the attack on Klaus an assas-
sination attempt. He indicated Klaus was 
behaving like a coward, calling the president 
a “crying pro-Kremlin old lady,” which led 
to immediate termination of his contract by 
Nečas. 

The president’s high-strung approach 
to the Chrastava attack may be pragmatic, 
Doležal says. “At the moment, he would do 
anything to boost his image and popularity.”  

Klaus has five months left before his 
second and final term in office ends. The 
71-year-old father of post-communist 
economic transformation and founder of the 
Civic Democratic Party is still considered a 
political heavyweight in Prague, and only 
few expect him to stay out of the arena after 
stepping down from the castle. 

“Unfortunately, the way he deals with 
incidents such as with the one in Chrastava 
doesn’t help local political culture at all,” 
Doležal said.

 
Tomáš Rákos can be reached at trakos@praguepost.com

pellet-gun shooting and 
czech protest culture
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❚ While clumsy, the Klaus  
attack is latest in a series of 
practical jokes on politicians

❚ Incidents are a form of 
social protest, be it egg-
throwing or pellet shooting

Fischer still leads 
presidential polls
Former caretaker Prime Minister 
Jan Fischer still has the biggest 
chance of winning the first round 
of the direct presidential election, 
according to figures released by 
polling institute Median Oct. 8. 
Fischer would receive 35.5 percent 
of the vote, followed by former 
Social Democrat Prime Minister 
Miloš Zeman with 21.5 percent. 
Other candidates are trailing far 
behind, including Foreign Affairs 
Minister Karel Schwarzenberg 
(the TOP 09 leader), who would 
finish third with 9 percent. An 
estimated 67.5 percent of Czechs 
are expected to vote in the Jan. 
11–12, 2013, election. If one 
candidate  fails to secure more 
than 50 percent of the votes, the 
two leading candidates will contest 
in a  run-off two weeks later.

Indian elephants 
arrive in Prague
Two young female Indian 
elephants, 8-year-old Janita and 
7-year-old Tamara, both donated 
by the Sri Lankan government 
from an orphanage in Pinnawala, 
arrived safely at Prague Zoo Oct. 
6. The zoo’s director, Miroslav 
Bobek, said it was rare for one 
country to give animals to each 
other as gifts, adding the elephant 
transfer was preceded by two years 
of diplomatic talks. After spending 
a month in quarantine, Janita and 
Tamara will share an enclosure 
with four other elephants. It is 
hoped the two females will have 
babies once they reach the age 
of 10. Prague Zoo had originally 
wanted to bring four new 
elephants from Sri Lanka, but the 
country never offers more than two 
to foreign applicants.

Police to question 
Drábek
Outgoing Labor and Social Affairs 
Minister Jaromír Drábek is set to 
be questioned by police Oct. 12 
over the case of his former deputy, 
Vladimír Šiška, one of two ministry 
officials accused of corruption. 
Drábek, who was responsible 
for overseeing an overhaul of the 
pension system, announced Oct. 
3 he would step down at the end 
of the month after police charged 
Šiška and IT section head Milan 
Hojer with bribery relating to an IT 
procurement tender. The 47-year-
old said he had done no wrong but 
took political responsibility for the 
case. His resignation is another 
blow to Prime Minister Petr Nečas 
and his center-right government, 
which has already been weakened 
by several corruption scandals this 
year.

LocAL news

WALTer NOvAk/The Prague Post

President václav klaus maintained the opinion that vondrouš did not act alone, and he expressed surprise at the media flurry over the use of the term “assassination.”

“ 

“Orchestrated 
would-be political 
action verging on 
practical jokes is 
a typical form of 
protest here.”  
 
Bohumil Doležal,  
political scientist

Prosecutors are calling for the 
pre-trial detention of lobbyist 
Marek Dalík after police arrested 
him Oct. 7 in connection with 
an ongoing investigation of an 
overpriced defense contract. 
Dalík is suspected of playing 
a key role in the purchase of 
Pandur armored personnel 
carriers (APCs) from the Austrain 
company Steyr. Police suspect 
Dalík of accepting money for 
helping the government broker 
the deal, despite knowing this 
was not in his power. In 2003, the 
ČSSD-led coalition government 
agreed to the purchase of 240 
APCs. Steyr won the tender in 
2006, and the military then agreed 
to buy 199 vehicles for 23.5 billion 

Kč. In 2007, Mirek Topolánek’s 
Civic Democratic Party (ODS) 
led the coalition government 
withdrew from the contract, 
saying the Pandurs failed military 
tests. However, a contract for 107 
Pandur II APCs worth 14.4 billion 
Kč was finally signed with Steyr in 
March 2009, while Topolánek was 
still prime minister. The Czech 
Republic paid 134 million Kč per 
vehicle, while Portugal paid the 
equivalent of 40 million Kč per 
APC. Dalík became an object of 
a Czech police investigation after 
an Austrian businessman from 
the company Steyr divulged that 
Dalík had asked him for a 500 
million Kč bribe to guarantee the 
2007 deal.

Police arrest Dalík 
over Pandur case

corruption
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By Laura StevenS
FOr the POSt

O ct. 7 saw the clouds part 
for the first-ever Roma 
Pride parade in the Czech 

Republic. As part of a Europe-wide 

initiative, Prague joined 14 other 
European Union countries to 
highlight the identity of the Roma 
minority. Konexe, an NGO well 
known for supporting the Roma 
population, was responsible for 
organizing the capital’s march.

The march’s aim, according to 
Konexe spokesman Jozef Miker, 
was to raise awareness of racist 
actions toward the Roma com-
munity.

“The situation of Roma in the 
Czech Republic is worsening day 
to day,” he said. “The so-called 

social integration policy often fails 
in its current form.” 

The march consisted of around 
200 people, the majority whom 
were young Roma singing, chant-
ing and carrying banners with 
messages such as, “We don’t just 
sing; we study, too,” and “Hatred 
is no solution.”

Many of the marchers had 
traveled from north Bohemia to 
attend, among them four teenage 
girls who dressed in traditional 
Roma dress and performed a 
dance for those attending to 

“prove that Roma people have 
talent, too. They can be proud and 
good.” 

Following recent anti-Roma sen-
timent from far-right groups, the 
march saw a large police presence, 
extending from Rašínovo nábřeží’s 
embankment to Old Town’s St. 
Salvador’s Church. The procession 
transpired without incident, and a 
Konexe representative stated that 
“The route was deliberately picked 
through a touristy area to cause 
less trouble.”

Alongside the march was a pan-

el discussion in the church to focus 
on topics such as Lety, where a pig 
farm has been built on the site of a 
World War II Roma concentration 
camp, the segregation of Roma 
children into special schools and 
the relocation of Roma people to 
shoddy boarding houses.

The day ended with a church 
message led by priest Mikuláš 
Vymětal, who wanted to illustrate 
that “Roma people are part of 
Czech culture, part of us.” 

Laura Stevens can be reached at  
news@praguepost.com

❚ europe-wide parade 
highlights minority 
group’s culture and 
social issues

sOciety

sPAiN
Red Cross makes 
public appeal for 
unemployed 
The Red Cross is to make 
its first-ever public appeal 
in Spain Oct. 10 to support 
those crippled by the economic 
crisis, according to the BBC 
news online Oct 9. This is 
to help 300,000 of the most 
vulnerable citizens who are 
relying on food handouts, with 
a quarter of Spanish adults out 
of work. It will take the form 
of a campaign video, and the 
Día de la Banderita (Little Flag 
Day) appeal will be shown in 30 
of Spain’s provinces. The Red 
Cross is taking this measure 
for fear of social unrest due to 
levels of inequality among the 
population. 

itALy
Berlusconi says  
he won’t run in  
the next election
Former Italian Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi stated Oct. 
9 he was ready to drop plans 
to lead the center-right in next 
year’s elections, according 
to Reuters. On the Canale 5 
television network, Berlusconi 
said, “I want unity in the 
moderate wing and to get it, 
if necessary, I am ready not to 
stand as a candidate.” While he 
did not state who would lead his 
People of Freedom (PDL) party, 
the current prime minister was 
not dismissed as competition. 
“Absolutely, I would not rule out 
it being Mario Monti,” he said. 
Berlusconi was forced to resign 
last year following the financial 
crisis and has been dogged by 
scandals throughout his 20 
years in Italian politics. 

frANce
Fears of rising anti-
Semitism among 
young Muslims
Jewish and Muslim leaders 
warned of rising anti-Semitism in 
the younger Islamic generation 
Oct. 8 following the arrest of 11 
men and a fatal shooting of one 
in raids across cities targeting 
young radical French Muslims. 
The New York Times reported 
that President François Hollande 
promised tighter security at 
Jewish religious sites and “Any 
act, any remark will be prosecuted 
with the greatest firmness.” In 
the raids, Jérémie Louis-Sidney, 
33, was killed after shooting at 
the police. His DNA was found 
on a small grenade that was 
thrown into the kosher market in 
Sarcelles, a Parisian suburb, last 
month. This adds to the tension 
between France’s Jewish and 
Muslim commuities exacerbated 
by the killing of three Jewish 
children, a rabbi and others in 
Toulouse this March by a French 
Muslim. 

GerMANy
Merkel arrives  
in Greece amid  
public protests 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel arrived in Greece Oct. 9 
amid extreme police protection 
and protests. According to news 
website Expatica.com, the eve of 
her visit saw thousands of trade 
unionists waving national flags 
and banners that read, “Angela, 
you are not welcome.” There 
is a huge security operation 
in place consisting of 7,000 
police officers supported by 
water cannons, a helicopter and 
rooftop snipers for the six-hour 
visit. The police have issued a 
ban on “public gatherings and 
demonstrations” in a vast swath 
of the city center. The aim of the 
visit is to support the troubled 
government that must honor 
harsh austerity measures in 
order to stay in the eurozone.  

eurOPeAN 
News

Photos by walter novak/the Prague Post

the majority of the march‘s participants were young roma, including a group of teenage girls who wore traditional roma dress to “prove that roma people have talent, too.“

Prague embraces roma 
culture at pride event

about 200 people turned out for the parade, which aimed to increase awareness of racism toward the minority. above right: a sign reads “We don‘t just sing; we study, too.“

the group wound its way from rašínovo nábřeží to St. Salvador‘s Church in old town, with participants singing, chanting and carrying banners along the way Oct. 7.

The move toward a 
society without cash
Prepaid cards do not require their 
holders to have a bank account, thereby 
eliminating the need for cumbersome 
paperwork including proof of residence. 
They also minimize the risk of fraud and 
money laundering B2Business

business b1
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Officials 
deny 
rumors of 
Dukovany 
closure
❚ EU’s nuclear supply chief 
blasts false reports published 
in the Czech media
By JOnaThan CranE
STaff WriTEr

T he Dukovany nuclear power 
plant was never at risk of being 
shut down, despite reports to the 

contrary in the Czech media, according 
to Euratom Supply Agency (ESA) Chief 
Stamatios Tsalas.

Business daily E15 ran an exclusive 
story Oct. 3, subsequently picked up by 
other news outlets, that claimed the plant 
in Moravia could be closed for allegedly 
breaching European Union regulations 
over the supply of its enriched uranium.

The story had looked set to trigger 
another wave of criticism against the use 
of nuclear power in the country, after 
a leaked EU document in the German 
media apparently showed Dukovany 
and its sister plant at Temelín, near the 
Austrian border, came up short in recent 
stress tests.

However, Tsalas, whose agency 
monitors the sale and transfer of nuclear 
material within the union, has branded 
E15’s claims “simply untrue.” He told 
The Prague Post the ESA doesn’t have 
the power to shut down any facility.

“We cannot close a plant,” he said. “In 
fact, our purpose is quite the opposite. 
We exist to make sure there are sustain-
able supplies for the future. We will not 
hinder [the plant’s owner ČEZ] from its 
supplies.”

Tsalas added the ESA doesn’t have 
a problem with Dukovany, while the 
false report also sparked a strong reac-
tion from Václav Bartuška, the Czech 
government’s envoy for nuclear energy.

“These kinds of stories usually come 
from one source who often has an agen-
da,” he said. “Nobody bothers to check 
the facts. This is typical of the journalism 
training here.”

Signed in 1994, the Corfu Declaration 
is supposed to limit the import of 
uranium enriched in Russia to 20 
percent of a utility’s total supply. It was 
originally intended to help fledgling 
EU companies gain a foothold in the 
industry, but now exists to ensure plants 
have a wide range of suppliers.

In reality, though, the Russian share 
is much higher. The ESA’s 2011 annual 
report states that the Moscow-based 
firm TVEL, from where Dukovany cur-
rently obtains all of its nuclear material 
(enriched uranium and fabricated fuel), 
provided “40 percent of the enriched 
uranium delivered to the EU” last year.

Although Tsalas admits the regulation 
is not binding, he says there are legal 
avenues through the European Commis-
sion to enforce quotas. For example, the 
ESA could impose penalties or sanctions 
on misbehaving plants.

“[The Corfu Declaration] is a guide-
line,” he said. “We have the right to in-
tervene if we think someone is becoming 
too dependent on one supplier, but it is 
not mechanical. We often accept higher 
percentages.”

Dukovany’s contract with TVEL was 
signed before the Czech Republic joined 
the EU in 2004, meaning it was still valid 
after accession. However, since parts of 
that agreement are now due for amend-
ment, ČEZ and the ESA are exploring 
other options.

“There are two possibilities,” said 
ČEZ spokesman Ladislav Kříž. “Either 
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Beijing, CHINA

W
hen Petr Vávra, a 
counselor at the Czech 
Embassy in Beijing, 
recently spent a couple 
of days in Lianyun-

gang, a coastal city in eastern China, he 
was, perhaps surprisingly, sometimes 
reminded of his home country.

In Lianyungang, as in many others 
cities in the world’s most populous nation, 
the Czech carmaker Škoda has been 
making inroads into the marketplace, and 
vehicles bearing the company’s distinctive 
green logo were apparently not hard to 

spot on the local highways.
“I saw in just two days maybe 20 cars 

from Škoda, which was amazing. In the 
beginning, it was rare to see Škodas on 
the street. Now it’s quite common,” Vávra 
said.

Škoda began assembling vehicles in 
China five years ago, a key development as 
the manufacturer looked to move beyond 
being merely a niche brand in what is now 
the world’s largest auto market, with 14.5 
million passenger cars sold in 2011.

Already, Mladá Boleslav–based Škoda 
has seen its sales in the dragon economy 
overtake those of certain European rivals 

that entered China more than a decade 
earlier.

“The brand itself was a relatively late 
entry into the market, and it has very 
quickly adopted a very strong market 
position,” said Klaus Paur, the Shanghai-
based global head of automotive at the 
market research company Ipsos.

China is now the largest market for 
Škoda worldwide, with the company 
selling 220,000 of its Fabia, Octavia and 
Superb models there last year, around a 
quarter of the brand’s global sales and 
enough for a 1.5 percent market share.

❚ Carmaker boosts sales in 
world’s largest auto market 
as it partners with VW

❚ local manufacturers  
of auto parts reap benefits 
of sales growth in China

Škoda makes biG 
inRoads inTo China

See auTo on b4
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The green logo of Czech carmaker Škoda is popping up more and more often on Chinese roads, as the company has quickly established itself as a big player on the market.

See nuCLeaR on b3
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TPP: Do you feel the lack of 
bank links can create problems with 
fraud?

ML: There are different classifica-
tions of prepaid card. The ones with 
the perceived higher risk, meaning, 
for example, an anonymous product 
where you don’t know who the 
person is, have restrictions on the 
maximum amount of load for the 
lifetime of the card. It’s a very small 
amount, and you can’t use it to get 
cash. Money laundering is about 
getting cash from point A to point 
B, but the card’s not useable once 
you’ve spent the money off the card, 
and you can only spend that money 
at a point of sale. So from an anony-
mous perspective, that has a very 
low money-laundering risk because 
you have eliminated all those points 
that money launderers can try to 
steal or launder money.

TPP: How much of a role does 
technology play in all of this, specifi-
cally mobile phones?

ML: Prepaid is really helping to 
enable the new technologies. You 
look at a bank and they’ve got their 
core accounting platforms and 
their card management systems. 
For them to change that takes a lot 
of time and money. But they can 
deploy a product on a prepaid card 
more quickly because it doesn’t 
touch their accounting or core 
banking data. Some of them can get 
things deployed within less than six 
months. For mobiles, an antenna is 
built into the phone’s case. There’s 
an application that comes with the 
prepaid card, which I use to register 
myself, and then I load money onto 
it. So now I can take my mobile 
phone to a store that’s prepaid-en-
abled, and I can swipe my phone to 
make a payment.

TPP: Can you justify some of 
the large fees that are connected to 
prepaid cards?

ML: Our research has shown 
that consumers, when they look at 

the value of a product, are willing 
to pay for that convenience. A lot of 
criticism I hear is, “Debit cards are 
free; why should I have to pay for 
my prepaid card?” Banking is not 
free. Your back-end bank account 
is not free; you’re paying for that. A 
prepaid card doesn’t have a back-
end account that can subsidize the 
cost of that card, so I need to make 
sure the value I’m delivering to that 
consumer is good enough. Yes, 
prepaid cards have fees, but they are 
typically in line with the value that’s 
being delivered.

TPP: What are the long-term 
goals? Is a cashless society in the 
next five years a realistic aim?

ML: I don’t think we’re going to 
get to a cashless society by 2017, 
and I think we have to be really 
careful when we talk about that. 
What does it really mean? Today, 
personal consumer expenditure 
— what people pay — is 85 percent 
cash, 15 percent other means (debit 
card, credit card, prepaid card, etc.). 
There’s always going to be some 
environment, in remote locations 
such as the middle of a field, where 
the technology is just not feasible. 
Our view of a cashless society is 
where that statistic is reversed.

Jonathan Crane can be reached at 
jcrane@praguepost.com

By JOnathan Crane
Staff Writer

imagine a world without cash. 
There would be no more coins 
weighing down your purse or 

wallet and certainly no more visits 
to the ATM. That scenario seems 
a long way off, but some inside 
the banking industry are hoping 
prepaid cards will be the solution to 
a cashless future. The cards, which 
have been around in the United 
States since the 1990s, are now 
getting popular on this side of the 
ocean. They offer consumers an 
alternative to the more traditional 
debit or credit cards and are seen as 
safer because you can only spend 
what has been loaded onto them. 
The Prague Post sat down with 
Matt Lanford, MasterCard’s head 
of prepaid products in Europe, at 
the recent Prepaid Summit: Europe 
2012 to find out more about this 
expanding sector.

The Prague Post: What were the 
reasons for taking this year’s sum-
mit to the Czech Republic?

Matt Lanford: The CEE has 
a great opportunity for prepaid. 
Every country in Europe is growing 
double-digit — as a whole, Europe 
is growing 27 percent — but I look 
at countries such as the Czech 
Republic and Poland, which are 
growing at 35 percent to 40 percent, 
and see a significant opportunity. In 
this part of the world there is still a 
large unbanked population, so there 
are also benefits from a financial 
inclusion perspective. Close to 20 
percent of the population in the 
U.S. do not have bank accounts, but 
it’s even higher in Eastern Europe, 
in places like Romania, where it’s 
around 80 percent.

TPP: How do you break into 
these regions and change attitudes 
to banking?

ML: In the Czech Republic 
and many other countries in this 
region, credit cards are minimal or 
nonexistent to some extent. They’ve 
always been highly cash-dominated 
cultures. Some of it is just about 
understanding that prepaid cards 
and debit cards are fundamentally 
the same thing: One has a bank ac-
count; one doesn’t. So I think some 
of it is education and some of it is an 
evolution of just where the financial 
sector is in these markets.

TPP: Why do you think there is 
such a large proportion of under-
banked consumers here?

ML: People don’t have bank 
accounts for a variety of reasons. 

One can be because they choose not 
to, because they’re not comfortable 
with that bank. Another one is about 
financial inclusion. Many people, 
when they open a bank account, 
have to be fully KYC (Know Your 
Customer). You have to be able to 
show some form of government ID 
that has your picture on it, and you 
have to have proof of residence, 
showing you live at that location 
through a utility bill or something 
like that. Many people who are 
immigrants to a country, who are 
maybe renting a room in someone’s 
house, don’t have the ability to fully 
KYC themselves. Prepaid gives 
the ability for people to become 
established.

TPP: Who are you targeting 
with this product? Does it fit well 
with younger consumers who don’t 
qualify for a credit card?

ML: It’s completely mass market. 
Certainly youth is one segment, but 
it’s not the predominant segment. 
The largest protocols in the prepaid 
space are what we call General 
Purpose Reloadable (GPR) cards, 
which can be used for everyday 
purchases. They may not have a 
specific use other than you can buy 
it and you can reload it. But what 
we are finding is that people who 

buy these GPR cards are using them 
predominantly online.

TPP: How do you sell the concept 
of prepaid cards?

ML: Right now, it’s a matter of 
getting people to understand what 
the product really is, and what the 
opportunities are with the product. 
It’s a highly flexible product, so 
it can do anything you want it to 
do. People see the flexibility as 
complexity. In reality, it’s a very 
simple product. What I see, espe-
cially in the banking sector, is that 
people want to put it in the same 
category as a debit card or a credit 
card. Prepaid cards are more like a 
consumer package to go. They are 
for people who say, “I want to shop 
more securely online, and I don’t 
want to use my credit or debit card.” 
So you have to clearly position it to 
the consumer that this prepaid card 
can be used online. You market it as 
an E-commerce card.

TPP: What are the main advan-
tages then?

ML: From a security perspective 
you can budget and you can control. 
If you think about a credit card, you 
can get yourself into debt. You can’t 
get yourself into debt with a prepaid 
card. Yes, a debit card and prepaid 

card work identically, but the 
debit card is attached to your bank 
account, so if it ever gets compro-
mised, it potentially compromises 
your entire account. The budgeting 
aspect is that you can move money 
out of your bank account and put 
it onto your prepaid card. It can be 
used for your weekly shopping, your 
child’s allowance or your holiday. 
For example, you can buy foreign 
currency and load it onto a prepaid 
travel card.

Q&A

“ 

If you think about a credit card, you can 
get yourself into debt. You can’t get 
yourself into debt with a prepaid card” 
 
Matt Lanford,  
MasterCard’s head of prepaid products in Europe

Four bids for power 
plant at Dětmarovice 
ČEZ says it has received four bids for its 
black-coal power plant at Dětmarovice 
in north Moravia. Barbora Půlpánová, 
the company’s spokeswoman, refused to 
disclose either the names of the bidders 
or details of the offers while the bids are 
being evaluated. Dětmarovice, which 
boasts an output of some 800 megawatts, 
is the most efficient coal plant in the Czech 
Republic. It is among five plants that ČEZ 
has offered to sell as part of a deal with the 
European Commission. The utilities giant 
hopes the possible sale of Dětmarovice 
will be enough to satisfy anti-competition 
regulators, who are investigating whether 
it limited entry into the energy market. 

Czech economy to fall  
1 percent, IMF says
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has forecast the Czech Republic’s GDP 
will contract 1 percent this year, although 
it says the economy will recover in 2013. 
In its latest World Economic Outlook, the 
IMF expects Czech GDP to rebound 0.9 
percent next year, an outlook financial 
analysts say creates room for surprise. 
However, the 2012 forecast was worse 
than the eurozone average (0.3 percent 
contraction), putting the Czech Republic 
in the same league as Greece, Italy and 
Spain. The fund also warned a global 
recovery depends on governments 
everywhere restoring consumer 
confidence. 

Unemployment figures 
rise in September
Unemployment in the Czech Republic 
rose slightly last month, according to data 
published by the Labor and Social Affairs 
Ministry. The unemployment rate hit 8.4 
percent in September, an increase of 0.1 
percent on the previous month. Econo-
mists had expected the rate to remain 
flat, as the country flirts with recession. 
Some 493,185 were people looking for 
a job — up nearly 6,500 from August 
— and the number of vacancies dropped 
almost 2,000 to 40,809. Prague had the 
lowest unemployment rate at around 3.5 
percent, while the highest was seen in the 
north Bohemian district of Most at 15.8 
percent. 

Country’s trade surplus 
worst this year
The latest foreign trade data showed 
the country recorded another trade 
surplus of 16.9 billion Kč in August, 
but that figure was the lowest monthly 
value so far this year. Despite a year-
on-year increase of 15.6 billion Kč, the 
Czech Statistical Office said the  
surplus slipped 7.4 billion Kč compared 
with July. Owing to the seasonal 
slowdown of the Czech automotive 
sector and a rise in imports, however, 
analysts claimed the performance 
was better than expected. Meanwhile, 
industrial output declined 3.1 percent 
on the year, and building output fell 4.7 
percent. 

French Chamber holds 
cloud computing event
The French Chamber of Commerce hosts a 
roundtable on cloud computing at the Hotel 
Century Old Town, Na Poříčí 7, Prague 1. 
The event will be held Sunday, Oct. 21, from 
8:30 to 11 a.m. and will explore topics such 
as “Cloud demystified,” “Cloud computing 
and data centers” and “Legal aspects of 
cloud computing.” The event will be mode-
rated by Miloš Čermák from Reflex magazi-
ne. Guest speakers include Petr Blažek, edi-
tor-in-chief of Inside report magazine, Petr 
Hampl from Asseco Solutions and Bohuslav 
Dohnal, director of netmail s.r.o. The fee 
is 1,000 Kč for members and 2,000 Kč for 
nonmembers. French-Czech simultaneous 
translation will be supplied. 

Business BRieFs

Prepaid cards usher in the 
rise of a cashless society
❚ international summit 
in Prague extols virtues 
of paying with plastic

❚ new technologies 
reduce risk of money 
laundering to minimum

Photocontest organized by the company Bayer
under the patronage of UNEP,
Czech Ministry of Environment

and Czech Association of Nature Protection 

This year topic: 

Sustainable energy for better life 
See the gallery of winners at: 
www.ekologiavobjektive.sk

or at www.facebook.com/fotosutaz

WALTER NOVAK/the Prague Post

MasterCard’s Matt Lanford says it is easier to budget and safer to make purchases with prepaid cards.

The Lanford file
❚ Title: Senior business leader 
and head of Prepaid europe, 
MasterCard
❚ Nationality: american
❚ Education: Computer science 
degree from University of 
arkansas at Little rock
❚ Previous positions: 
Product developer, arySyS; atM 
operations manager for europe, 
euronet Worldwide; director, 
Citigroup Corporate investment 
Bank Global transaction Services
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ČeZ says media manipulated 
facts about safety at facilities
the ESA will agree to prolong the 
contract until 2018, or we will 
proceed in the same manner as 
Temelín, whereby we purchase 
our enriched uranium in France 
and Holland and get our nuclear 
fuel fabricated in Russia. This is 
just a little bit more expensive.”

Meanwhile, ČEZ — Central 
Europe’s largest utilities company 
— has also been forced to defend 
itself following German press 
reports Oct. 1, which highlighted 
safety gaps at both Dukovany and 
Temelín three days prior to the 
publication of EU-wide nuclear 
stress test results.

Leaked “draft” versions of the 
European Commission paper 
appeared to indicate critical flaws 
at Temelín and France’s oldest 
nuclear power plant, Fessen-
heim, while Dukovany as well as 
Temelín were said to be insuf-
ficiently equipped to handle acci-
dents or an emergency shutdown. 

However, ČEZ maintains its 
two facilities are safe, saying the 
media had manipulated the truth. 

“The stress tests discovered no 
serious problems, but just sugges-
tions for improvement,” Kříž said. 
“These suggestions are already 
part of our action plan, which 
we are in the process of fulfill-
ing. For example, half of the 29 
recommendations at Dukovany 
have already been implemented. 
The final cost of upgrades to both 
our plants will be more than 1.5 
billion Kč [$78.1 million/60.2 
million euros].”

The voluntary and self-admin-

istered tests, designed to assess 
how plants would cope with natu-
ral or man-made disasters, were 
called for by the commission in 
the wake of last year’s nuclear ca-
tastrophe at Fukushima in Japan, 
when an earthquake and resulting 
tsunami caused the meltdown of 

three of the plant’s reactors.
According to the official paper 

released Oct. 4, “practically all” of 
the EU’s 132 operational reactors 
should make safety changes to 
the tune of some 25 billion euros. 
Among the more serious findings, 
the tests discovered four reactors 

in two unnamed countries would 
have less than one hour to restore 
safety functions if power was lost.

Despite those concerns, EU 
Energy Commissioner Günther 
Oettinger called the situation 
“satisfactory,” adding, “The tests 
have revealed what we are good 

at and where we need to improve. 
There is no room for compla-
cency.” But for many nuclear 
opponents, this statement doesn’t 
go far enough. 

Campaigners have expressed 
disappointment that the paper 
failed to address other potential 

dangers, including terrorist 
attacks, human error or ageing 
technology. Jan Haverkamp, a 
nuclear policy expert from the 
Czech branch of Greenpeace, 
wants authorities to adopt a 
tougher stance. 

“If the Czech government took 
the development of clean energy 
sources and energy efficiency 
more seriously, we could reduce 
the risks posed by nuclear plants 
and phase them out even earlier,” 
he said.

The existence of nuclear facili-
ties here has long irked environ-
mental groups in neighboring 
Austria and Germany, who 
point to a report prepared by 
Haverkamp that details structural 
weaknesses in Unit 1 at Temelín 
and argues against extending 
the lifetime of Dukovany’s four 
Soviet-built VVER-440 reactors.

Austria banned nuclear energy 
in 1978, while Germany pledged 
to close all of its 17 reactors by 
2022 (it has taken eight offline 
already) following the Fukushima 
disaster. Bartuška, though, says 
any fears are misplaced.

 “We cannot ever be satisfied,” 
he said. “Steps have been taken to 
make plants in Europe as safe as 
is humanly possible. I have faith 
in all the reactors in Europe.”

Nuclear power currently ac-
counts for 32 percent of the Czech 
Republic’s electricity generation. 
In line with its energy policy, the 
government aims to see this fig-
ure rise to 50 percent by 2030.

Jonathan Crane can be reached at 
jcrane@praguepost.com

eneRGY

AFP

Despite a report by Greenpeace that points to structural weaknesses at Temelín, 50 percent of the Czech Republic‘s energy should be nuclear by 2030.
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MARKET AT A GLANCE

The Prague Stock 
Exchange was up 
18 points since 

Oct. 1, closing Oct. 8 at 
986 points.

Off-exchange 
stock market RM-
Systém increased 

41 points since Oct. 1, 
closing Oct. 8 at 1,950 
points.

The Czech crown 
strengthened 
against the euro 

last week, closing 17 
hellers stronger Oct. 8 at 
24.91 Kč.

The Czech crown 
strengthened 
against the US 

dollar last week, closing 
26 hellers stronger Oct. 8 
at 19.21

Fuel prices at 
Czech filling 
stations fell in 

the past week, with the 
average price of gasoline 
down to 37.99 Kč per liter 
on Oct. 8. Diesel oil was 
36.93 Kč, according to the 
CCS company.

Vital Statistics

 3 months ago  6 months ago 1 year ago

20.8 18.9    18.2
 3 months ago  6 months ago 1 year ago

 25.5 24.8 24.8

High 19.47  Low 19.16 High  25.08  Low  24.87

Exchange Rates
October 8, 2012

Px-50 Index
October 8, 2012

Px-50 Index Base
October 8, 2012

Dollar 7-day History
Kč/Dollar 7-Day Range  

Euro 7-day History
Kč/Euro 7-Day Range

Share Indexes
October 8, 2012

Prague

986
Paris

3,407
New York

13,584
london

5,842
Frankfurt

7,291

 JULY   AUG   SEPT    OCT
 16 23 30 6 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8

Hong Kong

20,825

Px-50 Stock Index 13-Week History

Winners/losers
October 8, 2012

Company Sector Last Week MIN. MAX. This week

TELEFÓNICA CR telecom 399.6 403.0  408.0  408.5
CETV media 129.3 131.5  134.0  133.6
ČEZ energy 732.4 727.0  734.5  729.0
ERSTE GROUP BANK banking 440.1 447.0  453.9  448.9
KOMERČNÍ BANKA banking 4,035.0 4,048.0 4,145.0  4,135.0
ORCO real estate 42.1 58.1  63.0  61.2
PHILIP MORRIS ČR tobacco  11,416.0  11,020.0  11,400.0   11,367.0 
PEGAS NONWOVENS textiles 484.0 480.0  483.0  483.0
FORTUNA gambling 84.2 87.1  87.1  87.3
UNIPETROL chemicals 171.1 173.0  173.0  173.0
NWR coal 87.1 85.1  86.3  85.5

Company    Market Capitalization (Mil. Kč)     % Share

ČEZ  392,624.90 19.65
ERSTE GROUP BANK  177,161.30 19.93
KOMERČNÍ BANKA 157,550.80 17.15
TELEFÓNICA CR 131,734.80 15.88
UNIPETROL 31,370.90 2.66
NWR 22,751.80 2.74
PHILIP MORRIS ČR 21,806.60 1.91
CETV 7,623.50 1.30
ORCO 6,600.90 1.52
FORTUNA  4,537.00 0.41
PEGAS NONWOVENS  4,457.80 1.23

Exchange Index Close % Change
 

Russia RTSI$  1,492.5  -1.4%
Romania BET 10  4,797.1  1.0%
Slovakia SAX  195.8  2.9%
Poland WIG  44,377.0  0.4%
Croatia CROBEX  1,746.8  1.1%
Hungary BUX  18,966.3  1.0%

Country Currency Rate Change

US $1.00 19.21 -1.3%
Australia 1 AUD 19.57 -2.6%
Canada 1 CAD 19.63 -0.8%
Denmark 1 DKK 3.34 -0.7%
Hungary 100 HUF 8.78 -0.2%
Japan 100 Yen 24.54 -1.7%
Norway 1 NOK 3.36 -1.0%
Poland 1 Złoty 6.11 0.0%
Sweden 1 SEK 2.90 -2.2%
Switzerland 1 CHF 20.56 -0.8%
UK 1 £ 30.80 -1.9%
EMU 1 Euro 24.91 -0.7%

Winners Change
ORCO 4.50%
FORTUNA 3.60%
CETV 3.00%
KOMERČNÍ BANKA 2.50%

Biggest Declines by Percent 
NWR -1.80%
ČEZ -0.50%
 
Highest Volume Companies  
in Millions Kč 
KOMERČNÍ BANKA 222.099
ČEZ 218.170
TELEFÓNICA CR 205.479

Areva to appeal exclusion from Temelín bid
tender

BY AnDREw GREEnE
STAFF wRiTER

Taxpayers are expected to be hit with an 
expensive compensation claim after the 
mostly state-owned Czech energy giant ČEZ 
unexpectedly dumped French company 
Areva from a bidding process to expand the 
Temelín nuclear power plant.

The shock decision announced Oct. 5 
means Toshiba’s U.S. unit Westinghouse 
and a consortium led by Russia’s 
Atomstroyexport are the two remaining 

competitors for the multibillion-dollar 
contract, which is expected to be decided at 
the end of 2013.

In a statement, ČEZ spokesman Ladislav 
Kříž said Areva, which is also mostly 
state-owned, had failed “to meet statutory 
requirements” for building the two new 
units at Temelín. 

“Moreover, Areva has not fulfilled some 
other crucial criteria defined in the tender. 
Since the award procedure has been 
conducted in accordance with the Public 
Procurement Act, Areva’s bid had to be 
excluded from further evaluation,” the state-
ment said.

According to Temelín, the Areva bid was 
rejected on 38 grounds, but envoy Václav 
Bartuška declined to comment further on 
the decision, which was made by the ČEZ 

board.
Foreign Affairs Minister Karel Schwar-

zenberg, who happened to be on an official 
visit to Paris, informed his French counter-
part of the unexpected move one day before 
it was publicly announced.

Areva, the world’s largest supplier of 
nuclear fuel and services and considered a 
favorite to win the biggest public contract 
in Czech history, immediately announced it 
would appeal the decision.

“Areva firmly believes it has met all the 
tender criteria, and we look forward to 
addressing the issues raised by ČEZ,” the 
French company said in a statement Oct. 5.

“We are confident our offer to ČEZ is the 
most competitive one, and our commitment 
to the Temelín completion project remains 
absolute,” it added.

Insiders have told The Prague Post that 
Areva’s appeal chances are slim, and the 
state-controlled company would be forced to 
take legal action against the Czech govern-
ment.

In another complication for the tender 
process, the Moscow Commercial Court 
registered a bankruptcy application against 
the Russian competitor Atomstroyexport 
Oct. 5, but a hearing date for the claim has 
not yet been set.

Opponents of the Russian bid believe 
Atomstroyexport is most likely to win the 
Temelín contract despite the bankruptcy 
claim because it has the backing of pro-
Moscow Czech President Václav Klaus.

They warn if Atomstroyexport is suc-
cessful, the decision will return the Czech 
Republic to a “pre-1990s environment” 

where the country was dependent on Russia 
for its energy.

Westinghouse Electric Co., the U.S.-
based unit of Japan’s Toshiba Corp is partly 
owned by Kazakh KazAtomProm and has 
received strong support for its bid from the 
White House.

Experts say Areva’s bid suffered because 
its reactors are much larger and therefore 
more expensive than those proposed by its 
two competitors. 

ČEZ, which is also Europe’s largest listed 
company, has never revealed the exact cost 
of the project which will double the number 
of reactors at its Temelín power plant to four 
by 2025.

Andrew Greene can be reached at 
agreene@praguepost.com

❚ insiders say Russian 
consortium expected to win 
multibillion-dollar contract

In the first eight months of this year, 
deliveries jumped 7.5 percent to 159,000, 
ranking Škoda as the 16th most popular 
carmaker in China, two places ahead of 
Citroën, for example, which built its first 
factory in the country two decades ago.

Paur sees the fact that Škoda is pitched 
below many other foreign brands in price 
as the key factor behind growth in China. 
Modest prices have helped Škoda take sales 
from both the budget Chinese car produc-
ers and also provided tough competition to 
well-known overseas carmakers that charge 
a premium.

The close link to Volkswagen is also sig-
nificant. Škodas are manufactured in China 
by Shanghai Volkswagen, a joint venture 
between Volkswagen and SAIC, formerly 
Shanghai Automotive Industry Corpora-

tion, which owns a 50 percent share in the 
partnership.

All foreign carmakers have to set up 
such joint ventures if they are to assemble 
vehicles locally and Volkswagen has a sec-
ond tie-up in China, with First Automobile 
Works, based in the north of the country.

According to John Zeng, director of Asian 
vehicle forecasting for LMC Automotive, 
the “largest contribution” to Škoda’s sales 
growth in China has come from being part 
of Shanghai Volkswagen.

“It simply reflects the consumer trusting 
the reputation of Shanghai Volkswagen. 
Škoda comes to China as one of the sub-
brands of Shanghai Volkswagen,” he said. 
“I think it’s more being considered as a 
German car. They don’t really know it comes 
from the Czech Republic.”

Indeed, before local production began in 
2007, Škoda itself was largely unknown in 

China, with only modest sales of imported 
Škodas recorded in 2006, the year the brand 
was reintroduced into the country.

Few people remembered the time in the 
early 1990s when Czech-made Škodas were 
shipped to China, and this was probably 
not a highlight in Škoda’s history as the 
firm’s local reputation was said to have been 
dented by poor after-sales service.

That is less likely to be an issue now 
because, despite being part of Shanghai 
Volkswagen, Škoda has standalone dealer-
ships in China, about 400 at the latest count, 
and the company is looking to strengthen 
its network particularly in the south of the 
country.

Although the majority of parts for the 
Chinese-made cars are sourced locally, the 
growth of Škoda’s sales in China has also 
benefited Czech-based suppliers.

Vávra, head of the Beijing embassy’s 

Carmakers by 
market share 
(in percent)

 1. Volkswagen 15.0
 2. Toyota 6.5
 5. Buick 5.0
 7. Honda 4.7
 10.  Great Wall 3.2 

(a Chinese car brand) 
 12. Audi 2.9 
 13. Ford 2.6 
 16. Škoda 1.6 
 18. Citroën 1.5 
 20. Peugeot 1.5 

Source: China Automotive Monthly 
Executive Summary, September 2012 
report by LMC Automotive
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A ‘model offensive’

Friso GenTsCH / Volkswagen/Skoda

Škoda has greatly benefited from its partnership with the German carmaker Volkswagen.

economic section, said last year car parts 
valued at $106 million were exported from 
the Czech Republic to China last year, out of 
a total of $1.67 billion Czech exports to the 
world’s second-largest economy, double the 
amount in 2009.

He hopes the figure could increase further 
as Škoda looks to maintain sales growth 
by launching new models in China such 
as the Rapid, a midrange car, and the Yeti, 
a crossover vehicle. With just the Fabia, 
Octavia and Superb presently on offer, the 
company’s range is less than half the size of 
that of some rivals.

“I think they have the potential to gener-
ate more sales for Škoda and raise their 
market share,” Vávra said, while cautioning 
that Chinese suppliers, with their low cost 

ŠkodA AuTo

The company’s modest prices are an important reason for the brand’s success in China.

base, could ultimately provide competition 
for Czech firms making parts for European-
made Škodas.

With the Rapid set to debut soon in China 
and the Yeti arriving next year, China will 
play a “central role” in Škoda’s aim of ramp-
ing up annual sales globally from 879,200 
last year to 1.5 million by 2018,  said com-
pany spokesman Jozef Baláž.

“Our model offensive should help us 
to strengthen our position in the Chinese 
market,” he added.

— The writer is the China 
correspondent for The National newspaper 

in Abu Dhabi. He can be reached at 
business@praguepost.com
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Plays new and old will be performed at 
the newly revamped Divadlo Komedie in 
the heart of the capital during the coming 
months. After shuttering its doors because 
of a lack of municipal support, the theater 
displays optimism with its new lineup C3

New management  
at Divadlo Komedie

Mark Adrian Corner explains why the 
author of The Good Soldier Švejk shouldn‘t 
be considered a one-book author, and what 
a new translation of Jaroslav Hašek‘s short 
stories, many of them set in the town of 
Bugulma, reveal about the writer C2

A new translation of 
Hašek’s short stories

By AnDré CrOus
stAff Writer

I ndian cinema is not all dance, color 
and romantic melodrama. But much 
of these will be on full English-friend-
ly display during the Prague Indian 
Film Festival at Kino Světozor Oct. 

15–21, with more classic Indian films cour-
tesy of the National Archives screened with 

Czech subtitles Oct. 13–14 at Bio Ponrepo.
The festival is not only celebrating its 

10th year in Prague, but also the 100th an-
niversary of Indian cinema, as the country’s 
very first film, a short titled Shree Pundalik, 
was made in what was then Bombay in 
1912.

“We are a bunch of friends, and 10 years 
ago we just wanted to show some films,” 
says Radim Špaček, who serves as the ar-
tistic director and describes himself and the 
team responsible for putting on the festival 
as “real Bollywood fans.” “So, we organized 
it at FAMU, and we invited some friends.”

The event, which now takes place shortly 
after the recently concluded Prague Indian 
Food Festival, has grown quite a bit since 
2003, and the organizers are expecting 
4,000 people to attend the screenings this 
year.

The goal of the event — and its proximity 
to the food festival is no coincidence — is 
both to show India’s films, which are very 
rarely seen in the Czech Republic outside 
of these screenings, and to give the city a 

(sometimes literal) taste of the country.
Selected screenings will be preceded 

by short dance performances, and, from 
Wednesday, Oct. 17, until the end of the fes-
tival Sunday, Oct. 21, the lobby of Světozor 
will be filled with a veritable Indian market, 
where stalls will sell the country’s most deli-
cious food, spices and fashionable clothes.

Špaček and the festival’s general man-
ager, Hanka Nedvědová Havlíková, will 
introduce the films and place them in some 
context for those viewers unaccustomed 
to these kinds of movies. However, if the 
above-mentioned dance, color and romantic 
melodrama are not your thing, other offer-
ings of Indian cinema will also be available 
for your enjoyment.

“In our experience, many people like 
India, but not everybody likes Bollywood,” 
Špaček says. While the big Bollywood 
films are shown in Světozor’s big hall, the 
cinema’s small hall will accommodate view-
ers looking for something a little different, 
including documentaries and shorts.

This year, the festival is partnering with 

the University of Paris III–La Sorbonne 
Nouvelle, from where many lecturers are 
coming to Prague specifically to speak 
about Indian cinema. Held all day Friday, 
Oct. 19, at the French Institute, the program 
includes presentations by the esteemed 
university’s professors, a discussion led 
by the director Nasreen Munni Kabir and 
the screening of her documentary, Inner 
World of Shah Rukh Khan, about the life of 
unquestionably the most famous contempo-
rary Bollywood star.

For those who can’t get enough of King 
Khan, another documentary that centers on 
the tension between his personal and public 
lives, My Name Is Khan, will be screened 
the previous evening, Thursday, Oct. 18, at 
Světozor.

Starting Oct. 15 and running through 
until Oct. 31, the DOX Centre for Contem-
porary Art is hosting an exhibit that ties in 
with the festival and focuses on Indian film 
posters.

India, a country with more than a billion 
people and an industry that is famous for 

producing more films annually than the 
United States, will certainly make a big 
splash in the Golden City, and although 
Špaček, who recently spent a week filming a 
new documentary in Afghanistan, stresses 
that the festival is just a hobby for him and 
his friends, the weeklong celebration of 
India’s multicolored vibrancy promises to 
be a feast for all the senses — in fact, film 
viewers may even be encouraged to express 
themselves in dance if they feel like it!

André Crous can be reached at acrous@praguepost.com

A feAst for All the senses
❚ Prague indian film festival 
reaches a milestone and 
looks back at years past

❚ Varied program includes 
fiction and nonfiction, as 
well as food and clothing

film

COURTESY PHOTOS

Shah Rukh Khan, arguably the biggest contemporary Bollywood star, sings, dances and acts his way to the top in fiction films and also features in some of the documentaries at the festival, where up to seven films per day will be screened.

Prague indian film 
festival
❚ Where: Ponrepo and Kino světozor
❚ When: Oct. 13–14 and 15–21, 
respectively
❚ Tickets: 80–120 Kč (světozor), 150 Kč 
(Ponrepo), available at the venue
❚ Web: Bollywood.cz

By Monika Ticháčková
sTaff wriTer

T his season, the revamped Divadlo 
Komedie will present six renewed 
premieres of the most fundamental 

plays from a new partner under a local 
theater contractor. The theater is now 
run by the association Divadlo Company.
cz., and this season’s audiences will see 
The Valley of the Bees (Údolí včel), Axes in 
Flower (Rozkvetly sekery), Oedipus Rex, 
Kebab, Murlin Murlo and Testosterone, 
all of which were originally performed at 
Strašnické divadlo. 

Four new plays will also be presented 
during the 2012–13 season, two written 
by Polish authors, Our Class (Nasza 
klasa) by Tadeusz Słobodzianek and 
Pornography (Pornografia) by Witold 
Gombrowicz. Then there’s the German 
play Ich, Feuerbach by Tankred Dorst and 
the Czech piece Her Master’s Voice, which 
was written by Markéta Bidlasová for the 
company. 

Divadlo Komedie will also regularly 
host musical events. The actor and direc-
tor Vojtěch Štěpánek announced that the 
theater has prepared a special program 
called “Noční rozjezdy” (Night starts), 
which refers to the nearby wee-hours tram 
transfer spot at Lazarská. One Thursday 
a month, the theater café will host a live 

concert. The series will start with a concert 
by the dramaturgist Václav Koubek. 

There are hopes to extend Divadlo 
Komedie’s activities even further. 

“We want to use the opportunity of 
great unutilized space in this theater 
and prepare some art exhibitions,” the 
scenographer Milan David said. “We want 
to show something with a deeper meaning 
than just photographs of the theater’s 
decorations,” he assured.

For the past 10 years, Divadlo Komedie 
has hosted the company Pražské komorní 
divadlo, said to be one of the city’s best. 
However, it got no support from the 
municipality of Prague, which appears to 
have been fatal for its existence. Divadlo 
Company.cz, which won the bidding war, 
has it contracted through 2016, but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean it will see the 
theater through until then. 

“We have a contract through 2016, but 
for now we only have money through the 
end of 2012,” Divadlo Komedie director 
Eva Bergerová said. “We have applied 
for three grants, and we’re waiting for the 
results. Of course, we are trying to search 
in the private sector for some support, too. 
In December, we’ll know how long we will 
survive and stay here.”

Monika Ticháčková can be reached at  
mtichackova@praguepost.com 
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Clockwise from top left: Lena ouhrabková and Jan hofman in Murlin Murlo; Jakub chromeček in Kebab; filip kaňkovský 
and iva Pazderková in Axes in Flower (rozkvetly sekery); strong visuals from The Valley of the Bees (Údoli včel)

The 16th annual Forum 2000 Conference will be held in Prague
October 21–23. In accordance with the wishes of the late President
and Founder of Forum 2000 Václav Havel, this year's conference
focuses on the relationship between democracy and the media. It will
also address the legacy of Václav Havel in the fields of democracy and
human rights and ways to build upon it. 

More than 110 global leaders are participating in this year’s conference
including madeleine Albright, Former Secretary of State, USA;
Zygmunt Bauman, Sociologist, United Kingdom/Poland; Gareth Evans,
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Australia; Boris Nemtsov,Politician
and Opposition Leader, Russia; Iveta radičová, Sociologist, Former
Prime Minister, Slovakia; roger Scruton, Philosopher and Political
Scientist, United Kingdom; Alyaksandar milinkevich, Opposition
Leader, Belarus; Fatmir Sejdiu, Former President, Kosovo and Tibetan
Prime Minister Lobsang Sangay.

The conference is open to the public upon accreditation and free of
charge. Live transmission from the conference can be found at
www.forum2000.cz. 

Forum 2000 Conference
October 21–23, 2012, Prague

Media and
Democracy

The new 
face of  
Divadlo 
Komedie
❚ There are high hopes 
that a contractor with 
big plans can keep the 
show going

❚ new company still 
waiting to hear what 
news its applications 
for grants will bring

Photos by Milan DaviD

Jiří Racek and Eva Režnarová will star in Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex, one of the many plays this coming season at Divadlo komedie that were originally performed at strašnické divadlo. Divadlo komedie is now run by Divadlo company.cz.

TheaTer Dispatches
UKRAINE 
Russia promises 
cheap gas imports
If Ukraine joins the Customs 
Union, it will see the price it pays 
for Russian gas fall to $160 per 
1,000 cubic meters, Prime Minister 
Mykola Azarov said in Odessa 
Oct. 9. In general, inclusion in the 
Customs Union would fall within 
Ukraine’s national interests, since 
about 40 percent of the country’s 
international trade is within the 
Customs Union (Belarus, Russia 
and Kazakhstan), Azarov said. On 
the other hand, Ukraine conducts 
about 30 percent of its trade 
with the European Union and, 
accordingly, joining a free-trade 
area with the EU and political 
association with the EU would also 
“answer to the national interest,” 
he said. According to Ukraine’s 
national oil and gas company 
Naftogaz Ukrainy, Russian gas cost 
the country about $416 per 1,000 
cubic meters in the first quarter, 
some $425 in the second and 
around $426 in the third, Interfax-
Ukraine reported.

SLOVAKIA
Czech booze 
imports resume
Slovakia looked set to lift an import 
ban on Czech-made spirits and 
liquors Oct. 9, ending a restriction 
put in place last month after 28 
people died in the Czech Republic 
after consuming methanol-tainted 
booze. The Slovak Agriculture 
and Healthcare ministries set 
conditions for lifting the ban, 
including an obligation to stamp 
every bottle made after Sept. 27 
with a production date and a 
certificate introduced by the Czech 
government. Alcohol products 
made before that day are required to 
have a stamp with a date of origin, 
batch number and so-called “birth 
certificate.”

POLAND
Facebook opens 
CEE branch 
Social networking company 
Facebook chose Warsaw as the site 
of its new offices for Central and 
Eastern Europe, opening its doors 
Oct. 4 and covering 30 countries 
and some 46 million users. ZDNet 
reported the Warsaw office will 
lighten the load of the social 
network’s European headquarters 
in Dublin, adding Facebook has 
about 9 million users in Poland.

HUNGARY
Gov’t launches  
anti-IMF campaign
Hungary’s government launched 
a media campaign Oct. 9 saying 
it would not “give in to the IMF” 
just weeks before Budapest hopes 
to resume talks with international 
lenders on a financial safety net 
to bolster its shrinking economy, 
Reuters reported. Central Europe’s 
most indebted nation is trying to 
agree to a multibillion-euro loan 
with the International Monetary 
Fund and the European Union to 
rein in borrowing costs and rebuild 
market confidence hurt by years 
of unorthodox policies. Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán’s ruling 
Fidesz party has lost about half of 
its supporters since a 2010 election 
landslide, and his government, 
forced to keep a tight budget by the 
EU, faces weak growth next year in 
the run-up to a 2014 parliamentary 
election.

The stories that matter from 
Slovakia, Hungary, Ukraine, 
Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Estonia, Russia, Bulgaria, 
Romania and the Central 
European News Network

News from  
around the bloc
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By Harriet Salem
FOr tHe POSt

Belgrade, SerBIa

t
hree days before 
Belgrade’s Pride 
Parade, scheduled 
for Oct. 6, Ser-
bian authorities 

banned the event citing security 
concerns. Six far-right groups 
organized rallies in the city 
center for the same date. Ser-
bian Prime Minister Ivica Dačić 
called it “a victory for Serbia,” 
provoking strong criticism from 
international civil rights groups 
and European Union represen-
tatives. 

“The ban is a capitulation to 
right-wing extremism and silent 
complicity in the violation of 
human rights,” said Vincent 
Degert, ambassador and head of 
the EU delegation to Serbia.

In lieu of the planned march, 
an indoor celebration was held. 
Surrounded by rainbow flags, 
organizers revealed the tenta-
tive date for the 2013 parade. 

However, a heavily policed 
“parade behind four walls” was 
a far cry from their initial aim 
to “increase the visibility of the 
LGBT community.” 

“State failure to protect 
Pride participants means one 
of two things; either Serbia 
is a failed state incapable of 
managing its internal security or 
it lacks the political will to hold 
Pride,” Jelena Milić, director 
of the Centre for Euro-Atlantic 
Studies, said at the event.

The third ban on parade in 
four years raises serious ques-
tions about how to progress 
the civil rights movement. 
Organizers say they will utilize 
legal channels to prove the ban 
unconstitutional, as in 2009. 
However, segments of the LGBT 
community are dissatisfied. 

Writing on NGO Peščanik’s 

website, Ištvan Kaić sums up 
the problem: “The strategy 
used over the past few years is 
ineffective. We are locked in a 
perpetual cycle, every year a last-
minute ban. Right-wing media 
and government cite previous 
violence as a justification. There 
is no progression.”

From the EU side, the impact 
of veiled threats regarding 
Serbia’s future membership 
have had limited effect. 

 “Commitment to the EU 
means a commitment to human 
rights,” said Brigitta Ohlsson, 
Sweden’s EU affairs minister.

However, public support 
for EU accession in Serbia 
continues to decline. President 
Tomislav Nikolić recently stated 
that “Serbia is in no rush to join 
the EU.” 

Those against the member-

ship bid cite this April’s ban on 
Pride in Budapest as evidence 
of a double standard. Activists 
worry that if Serbia continues 
looking eastward to Russia for 
political and economic sup-

port, the EU (suffering its own 
financial crisis) may be unable 
to make a meaningful impact in 
this civil rights struggle.

One proposed mechanism 
for progression is incorporating 
next year’s Pride in a broader 
anti-violence protest. Activists 
suggest a “back door” strategy 
on LGBT rights would meet with 
more success in a country where 
80 percent support the ban. The 
idea utilizes the same principle 
as this year’s controversial Pride 
slogan, “Love, Faith, Hope,” 
borrowed from the Christian 
Orthodox calendar. 

Locating the LGBT struggle 
in principles most people can-
not reject helps expose violent 
extremism. While some are con-
cerned this is against the ethos of 
Pride, one thing is clear: Unless 
something changes (and it is 
unlikely to be the government), 
the probable outcome of 2013’s 
endeavors will be another ban.

Harriet Salem can be reached at 
regions@praguepost.com

❚  activists mull 
protests as lGBt 
parade goes on under 
muted conditions

❚ Criticism from eU 
officials falls on deaf 
ears as public stance 
on accession cools 
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Officials ban Pride for 
third time since 2009

SERBIA
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Police form a barricade around the building where the substitute indoor gay Pride event was held Oct. 6, after the citywide parade was banned by authorities citing 
security concerns. Days before the scheduled march, six far-right groups announced they would hold rallies on the same day in Belgrade‘s city center, as well. 

Civil rights organizations across europe have spoken out against Serbia‘s repressive approach to lGBt events.

COUrteSY PHOtO

Organizers revealed the tentative date for the 2013 parade.

Harvard’s professor Luigi 
Zingales makes the case that 
EU leaders are on a dangerous 
path of making binding 
decisions without considering, 
or consulting, the public 
constituency they represent E2

Deconstructing 
game theory Editorial Economist Joseph E. Stiglitz says 

talk about monetary policy is just 
a distraction from measures that 
would truly stimulate growth 
across Europe and the United 
States such as financial-sector 
reforms and fiscal policy E2

The way forward 
with fiscal stimuli 

It’s not easy to be gay on the outskirts of the Conti-
nent. Then again, taking that first step is never easy.

This past week saw the absence of a pride parade 
— 970 steps through the streets of Belgrade — that 
would have signaled a government’s commitment to 
the right to public assembly in Serbia. Belgrade Pride, 
for the second year in a row, was canceled because the 
Serbian government refused to commit enough of its 
police force to protect those who wanted to partici-
pate in a rally for LGBT visibility in the country.

Just imagine, for a moment, a government that 
refused to ensure the safety of Roma demonstrators 
against a crowd of nationalist skinheads. 

The countries around the edges of the European 
Union that oppress their own citizens’ right to as-

sembly and deny the diversity of their population will 
struggle to integrate into the motley group of nations 
that comprise the EU.

When a country cites “security concerns” as a 
reason not to allow an oft-intimidated minority to 
remind the country they should be treated as equals, 
the fault lies not in the protesters; it shows that the 
system is broken.

Earlier this year in Ukraine, the leader of a gay 
rights organization was attacked in broad daylight 
after addressing journalists about the problems they 
faced in organizing a Pride event. In Montenegro 
last year, the country’s own minister for minority and 
human rights stated, “If there are homosexuals in the 
country, then it is not good for Montenegro.” In Be-

larus, the country’s gay rights situation is epitomized 
by President Alexander Lukashenko, who declared in 
March that it is “better to be a dictator than gay,” and 
in Moscow, Gay Pride has been banned until 2112.

In the West, one is apt to wonder aloud, “What the 
hell is the matter with these countries?” But with the 
success of the recent Prague Pride fresh in the mind, 
it is easy to forget the violence that accompanied the 
country’s first pride march, in Brno in 2008, when the 
parade was attacked by extremists.

In the United States, a country founded on the 
principle of liberty for all, the fight for full equality 
continues, more than 40 years after the Stonewall 
riots.

It goes without saying that Serbia should not be 

allowed to join the EU if the country cannot or will 
not protect its own citizens from acts of violence. At-
titudes won’t change overnight, and we cannot expect 
homophobia to simply disappear, but violence on 
the basis of differences should be loudly condemned 
wherever it occurs. 

It will certainly take time for the general population 
to get used to the diversity in their midst, but such 
recognition will be obtained through discussion and 
determination.

That first step is never easy. It is always challeng-
ing, and those who find the courage to take it should 
be applauded. These steps — all 970 of them — are 
crucial to making a difference and ultimately finding 
exuberance at the end of the rainbow.

Postview

It’s a long and winding road to freedom
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By Ian Buruma

w
hat is the point of a presidential 
debate? In the context of American 
presidential elections, “debate” is 
something of a misnomer. When 
former French President Nicolas Sar-

kozy faced his Socialist challenger, François Hollande, 
that was a debate — addressing substantive issues and 
lasting more than two hours. By contrast, presidential 
debates in the United States are more like staged perfor-
mances, where the answers to every possible question 
have been rehearsed endlessly with teams of coaches and 
advisers.

The candidates in U.S. debates address carefully 
selected journalists who rarely follow up on a question. 
And the candidates’ performances are scrutinized less on 
the substance of their arguments than on their presenta-
tion, body language, facial tics, unguarded sighs, smiles, 
sneers and inadvertent eye rolling. Does the candidate 
come across as a snob or a friendly guy whom one can 
trust? Do the smiles look real or fake?

These “optics” can be of great importance. After all, 
Richard Nixon’s race against John Kennedy in 1960 is 
said to have been lost on television: Kennedy looked cool 
and handsome, while Nixon scowled into the camera, 
with sweat trickling down his 5 o’clock shadow. In his de-
bates with Ronald Reagan in 1980, Jimmy Carter came 
across as smug and humorless and Reagan as a friendly 
old uncle. Carter lost.

In 2000, Al Gore was unable to make up his mind 
about which role he wished to play in his debates with 
George W. Bush, so he looked shifty and inauthentic, 
changing from arrogant to patronizing and back again. 
He had the better arguments, but he lost the “debates” 
(and the election) nonetheless.

We are told that the debates this month between Presi-
dent Barack Obama and the Republican challenger, Mitt 
Romney, might decide the election. It is, according to the 
pundits, Romney’s last chance. If Obama comes across 
as an elitist professor, he might lose. If Romney gets 
angry or makes a bad joke, his chances could be blown. 
Again, this is not a question of who has the best policies, 
or the soundest ideas; it is all about presentation.

More than 67 million Americans watched the first of 
this year’s three debates. According to public opinion 
polls, only about 17 percent of eligible voters have not 
yet made up their minds about which candidate to sup-
port. That is surprising, given the widening political gap 
between America’s two main political parties. In private, 
Obama and Romney may be able to agree on many 
things. But the Republican Party has moved far to the 
right of Obama’s moderate liberalism, and Romney has 
been pulled along with it.

Then there is the great unspoken factor of racial preju-
dice, something even hard-core right-wing Republicans 
try not to express openly. A certain percentage of Ameri-
can voters will not vote for a black man, whatever he says 
or however good he looks in a debate.

If policies or prejudices have not persuaded that 
undecided 17 percent of voters, they must be looking 
for something else. They want to see whether they like 
one man better than the other. To them, one can only 
assume, the debates are nothing more than a personality 
contest.

In past elections, when there sometimes really was not 
much political difference between Democrats and Re-
publicans, this made a certain sense. Broadly speaking, 
on economics and foreign policy, the candidates often 
would be in accord, with Republicans more inclined 
to favor the interests of big business and Democrats 
defending the interests of labor. So voters could not 
always be blamed for finding it hard to make up their 

minds. Since they could not make a rational choice, they 
followed their instincts and voted for the candidate they 
found most sympathetic.

This time, there seems to be much less justification 
for such arbitrary choices. The political differences are 
too stark. And yet there is a reason not to dismiss the 
personality contest entirely. After all, the U.S. presidency 
is a quasi-monarchical institution, as well as a political 
one. The president and first lady are the king and queen 
of the American republic, the official faces that the U.S. 
presents to the outside world.

It is not utterly absurd, therefore, that voters want to 
like the look of their presidents, quite apart from the mer-
it of their policies. Choosing the country’s most powerful 
politician on the basis of his presentability on television 
might seem arbitrary, even frivolous. But it is no more 
arbitrary than the accident of birth, which determines the 
right of kings and queens to reign over their countries.

The difference is, of course, that most modern kings 

and queens are constitutional monarchs with no political 
power. And the man whom U.S. voters choose to lead 
their country will affect the lives of everyone, not just 
Americans. Because non-Americans cannot vote in U.S. 
elections (a pity for Obama, who would probably win 
a global vote by a landslide), we have to depend on the 
judgment of that 17 percent of undecided voters watch-
ing television this month.

That is not exactly reassuring. But the American re-
public has one merit that monarchies lack. Good or bad, 
the quasi-king can be booted out every four years. Then 
the competition — part ideological, part beauty contest 
— can start all over again.

— Ian Buruma is professor of democracy and human 
rights at Bard College, and the author of Taming the 

Gods: Religion and Democracy on Three Continents. 
© Project Syndicate 2012

Beauty and campaigning for 
the american presidency
❚ In the u.S. election, optics are 
often more important than words

❚ undecided voters more likely to be 
swayed by charisma than policies
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Debate season is upon the American electorate, providing the opportunity to scrutinize not only the words of candidates Barack Obama and mitt romney, but also their behavior.

By Joseph e. stiglitz

Central banks on both sides of the 
Atlantic took extraordinary mon-
etary-policy measures in September: 
the long awaited “QE3” (the third 
dose of quantitative easing by the 
United States Federal Reserve) 
and the European Central Bank’s 
announcement that it will purchase 
unlimited volumes of troubled 
eurozone members’ government 
bonds. Markets responded euphori-
cally, with stock prices in the United 
States, for example, reaching post-
recession highs.

Others, especially on the political 
right, worried the latest monetary 
measures would fuel future inflation 
and encourage unbridled govern-
ment spending.

In fact, both the critics’ fears and 
the optimists’ euphoria are unwar-
ranted. With so much underutilized 
productive capacity today, and with 
immediate economic prospects so 

dismal, the risk of serious inflation 
is minimal.

Nonetheless, the Fed and ECB 
actions sent three messages that 
should have given the markets 
pause. First, they were saying that 
previous actions have not worked; 
indeed, the major central banks 
deserve much of the blame for the 
crisis. But their ability to undo their 
mistakes is limited.

Second, the Fed’s announcement 
that it will keep interest rates at 
extraordinarily low levels through 
mid-2015 implied that it does not 
expect recovery anytime soon. That 
should be a warning for Europe, 
whose economy is now far weaker 
than America’s.

Finally, the Fed and the ECB 
were saying markets will not quickly 
restore full employment on their 
own. A stimulus is needed. That 
should serve as a rejoinder to those 
in Europe and America who are call-
ing for just the opposite — further 
austerity.

But the stimulus that is needed 
— on both sides of the Atlantic — is 
a fiscal stimulus. Monetary policy 
has proved ineffective, and more of 
it is unlikely to return the economy 
to sustainable growth.

In traditional economic models, 

increased liquidity results in more 
lending, mostly to investors and 
sometimes to consumers, thereby in-
creasing demand and employment. 
But consider a case like Spain, where 
so much money has fled the banking 
system — and continues to flee as 
Europe fiddles over the implementa-
tion of a common banking system. 
Just adding liquidity, while continu-
ing current austerity policies, will not 
reignite the Spanish economy.

So, too, in the United States, the 
smaller banks that largely finance 
small and medium-size enterprises 
have been all but neglected. The 
federal government, under both 
presidents George W. Bush and 
Barack Obama, allocated hundreds 
of billions of dollars to prop up the 
mega-banks, while allowing hun-
dreds of these crucially important 
smaller lenders to fail.

But lending would be inhibited 
even if the banks were healthier. 
After all, small enterprises rely on 
collateral-based lending, and the 
value of real estate — the main 
form of collateral — is still down 
one-third from its pre-crisis level. 
Moreover, given the magnitude of 
excess capacity in real estate, lower 
interest rates will do little to revive 
real-estate prices, much less inflate 

another consumption bubble.
Of course, marginal effects can-

not be ruled out: Small changes in 
long-term interest rates from QE3 
may lead to a little more investment, 
some of the rich will take advantage 
of temporarily higher stock prices to 
consume more, and a few home-
owners will be able to refinance their 
mortgages, with lower payments 
allowing them to boost consump-
tion, as well.

But most of the wealthy know that 
temporary measures result only in a 
fleeting blip in stock prices, hardly 
enough to support a consump-
tion splurge. Moreover, reports 
suggest few of the benefits of lower 
long-term interest rates are filtering 
through to homeowners; the major 
beneficiaries, it seems, are the 
banks. Many who want to refinance 
their mortgages still cannot, because 
they are “under water” (owing more 
on their mortgages than the underly-
ing property is worth).

In other circumstances, the 
United States would benefit from 
the exchange-rate weakening that 
follows from lower interest rates 
— a kind of beggar-thy-neighbor 
competitive devaluation that would 
come at the expense of America’s 
trading partners. But, given lower 

interest rates in Europe and the 
global slowdown, the gains are likely 
to be small even here.

Some worry that the fresh liquid-
ity will lead to worse outcomes; for 
example, a commodity boom, which 
would act much like a tax on Ameri-
can and European consumers. Older 
people, who were prudent and held 
their money in government bonds, 
will see lower returns, further curtail-
ing their consumption. And low 
interest rates will encourage firms 
that do invest to spend on fixed capi-
tal like highly automated machines, 
thereby ensuring that, when recovery 
comes, it will be relatively jobless. In 
short, the benefits are at best small.

In Europe, monetary intervention 
has greater potential to help, but 
with a similar risk of making matters 
worse. To allay anxiety about gov-
ernment profligacy, the ECB built 
conditionality into its bond-pur-
chase program. But if the conditions 
operate like austerity measures 
— imposed without significant 
accompanying growth measures 
–—they will be more akin to blood-
letting: the patient must risk death 
before receiving genuine medicine. 
Fear of losing economic sovereignty 
will make governments reluctant to 
ask for ECB help, and only if they 

ask will there be any real effect.
There is a further risk for Europe: 

If the ECB focuses too much on 
inflation, while the Fed tries to 
stimulate the U.S. economy, inter-
est-rate differentials will lead to a 
stronger euro (at least relative to 
what it otherwise would be), under-
mining Europe’s competitiveness 
and growth prospects.

For both Europe and America, the 
danger now is that politicians and 
markets believe monetary policy can 
revive the economy. Unfortunately, 
its main impact at this point is to 
distract attention from measures 
that would truly stimulate growth, 
including an expansionary fiscal 
policy and financial-sector reforms 
that boost lending.

The current downturn, already 
a half-decade long, will not end 
any time soon. That, in a nutshell, 
is what the Fed and the ECB are 
saying. The sooner our leaders 
acknowledge it, the better.

— Joseph E. Stiglitz, a Nobel 
laureate in economics, is university 

professor at Columbia University. His 
latest book is The Price of Inequality: 

How Today’s Divided Society 
Endangers our Future.  

© Project Syndicate 2012

By luigi zingales

S ince the late 1970s, the academic 
diffusion of game theory has led 
macroeconomists to emphasize the 

importance of “commitment,” a strategy 
that aims to enhance long-term economic 
outcomes by restricting policymakers’ 
discretion. The idea seems counterintuitive: 
How can less produce more?

While not historically accurate, one of the 
best examples of a strategic commitment is 
provided by the legend of Hernán Cortés, 
according to which, in his quest to conquer 
Mexico, he decided to burn the ships that 
had brought his expedition from Spain. 
At first, this might seem like a crazy move: 
Why intentionally destroy the only possible 
way out in case of defeat? Cortés allegedly 
did it to motivate his troops. With no escape 
route, soldiers were highly motivated to win. 
Alexander the Great is said to have done 
something similar when conquering Persia.

To produce its benefit, a commitment 
strategy should be credible — that is, it 
cannot be reversed quickly. In this sense, 
Cortés’ strategy was perfect: In case of 
defeat, the Spanish would have no time to 
rebuild the burned ships. To work properly, 
a commitment strategy should also be 
costly in case of failure: Had Cortés lost, no 
Spanish soldier would have escaped alive. It 
is precisely this cost that helped motivate his 
soldiers.

The problem is that we are bound to hear 
about only the successful historical examples 
of such a strategy. Had Cortés’ strategy 
failed, he would have gone down in history 
— if he was remembered at all — as an ar-
rogant fool who thought that he could defeat 
a great empire.

One of the earliest applications of this 
strategy to economic policy is in the design 
of central banks. Monetary policymakers, 
the argument goes, should be independent 
from the political system, because, when 

elections near, politicians will likely pressure 
them to “buy” temporarily higher employ-
ment at the cost of permanently higher 
inflation. To prevent this inefficient trade 
off, governments should tie central bankers’ 
hands by insulating them from political 
influence.

Many macroeconomists attribute the 

sustained decline in inflation since the early 
1980s to the widespread use of this strategy. 
And, encouraged by its success, policymak-
ers started applying it elsewhere. Financial 
liberalization was sold as a commitment to 
follow market-friendly policies. If a future 
government deviated from the policy, capital 
flight would bring it to its knees.

The same applies to extensive government 
borrowing from abroad, to currency boards, 
even to currency unions. The creation of 
the euro is nothing but an extreme form of 
commitment: European governments tried 
to lash themselves to the German mast of 
fiscal discipline.

The diffusion of these mechanisms 

raises the issue of democracy. When Cortés 
allegedly burned the Spanish ships, he did 
not take a poll. Had he done so, he might 
have won (the strategy was clever), but it 
was not a foregone conclusion.

But even if the commitment strategy 
produced beneficial incentives, it might not 
have been worth the risk. Perhaps Cortés, 
blinded by his dreams of glory, was ready to 
sacrifice his troops even when the odds of 
victory were too slim.

Nowadays, fortunately, democratically 
elected governments make these decisions, 
which thus should reflect the people’s will. 
Yet, given their nature, these decisions 
deserve special scrutiny. After all, they are 
— by design — irreversible decisions that 
tie the hands of future governments, which 
makes them tantamount to constitutional 
norms. As such, they should not be subject 
to the same approval process as normal 
legislation.

This problem is particularly severe 
when the up-front action that seals the 
commitment has short-term benefits that 
are more attractive than burning the ship. 
When a government starts to borrow abroad 
or chooses to enter a currency union, these 
benefits take the form of reduced interest 
rates. Thus, the immediate benefits become 
more politically salient than potential future 
costs. By using this strategy, a Machiavellian 
government can induce a reluctant electorate 
to accept a policy that is contrary to its will.

Many people would say that this is exactly 
the point. For South European countries, 
joining the euro was — explicitly or 
implicitly — a way to force their citizens to 
accept a degree of fiscal discipline that they 
were incapable of adopting on their own. 
But was this a democratic decision, or one 
that an “enlightened” elite forced upon its 
unwitting citizens?

I fear the latter is true — hence the grow-
ing resentment against the European Union. 
To add insult to injury, current European 
leaders do not “own” their past decisions. 
They do not admit that they or their 
predecessors are the ones who burned the 
ships. They blame Europe. The result is that 
the euro, sold as a way to integrate Europe 
further, is tearing it apart.

— Luigi Zingales, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Chicago Booth School of Business 
and a contributing editor of City Journal, is 

the author of A Capitalism for the People: 
Recapturing the Lost Genius  

of American Prosperity.  
© Project Syndicate 2012
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Supporters cheer for New Democracy party leader Antonis Samaras June 15, in a Greek election fraught with euro worry. 
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